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Introduction

Catarina Almeida Marado,! Centre for Social Studies, University of Coimbra
catarinamarado@ces.uc.pt

7TKH LOWHUQDWLRQDO FROORTXLXP RQ 30RQDVWLF $UFKLW
10th and 11th October at the Centre for Social Studies (CES), University of Coimbra
(Portugal), aimed to explore the territorial and urban dimensions of the religrdass,
considering the role of monastic architecture in the construction and transformation of
territory, landscape and urban forms within a broad geographic and chronological span. The
FRQIHUHQFH ZDV RUJDQL]JHG ZLWKLQ uilddedz RibdngyseemsV KH U |
RI PRQDVWLF RULJLQ® XQGHU zZD\ DW & (6 E\ WKH RUJDQL]H
the Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT). The main aim of the symposium was to
bring together researchers from various academic avelisduss the relationship between the
SFLW\" DQG 3SPRQDVWLF DUFKLWHFWXUH” LQ D GLDFKURQLF
over the course of two days, involved around 30 speakers from different countries and
disciplinary areas, and the papers pr#ed over four sessions served as a springboard for the
discussion of the various themes proposed, culminating in debates at the end of each session.

With a view to continuing this discussion, this issue of the jouCesicontexto: Debates
now brings togther 17 of the texts presented and discussed at the symposium. These papers
analyse this theme through a series of case studies that are very diverse, not only in
chronological and geographic terms but also as regards the range of religious ordeliesand cit
covered. In different physical and historical contexts, they look at the interactions between
religious houses belonging to the Franciscan, Dominican, Carmelite, Jesuit and other orders,
and cities such as Lisbon, Sksriand Palermo, which each hadinost a hundred religious
houses, or small towns where the existence of a single monastic building had fundamental
significance.

These texts highlight the transnational character of the religious orders, showing how the
same strategies and procedures dffafirmation in the urban space are repeated over time,
adapted where necessary to suit different contexts. They also show the importance that this
architecture had in various urban contexts after the extinction of the religious communities
and its contiuing significance today. Given the breadth and complexity of the subject, it has
not of course been possible to cover all the relevant issues; indeed, that was not our intention.
But some of the most important aspects are broached from different pe/spetd on
different scales. In addition to the contributions made by each individual text, the dialogue
that is stimulated between them raises new interpretative possibilities and may open up new
fields for research.

! Catarina Almeida Marado is an architect with an Advanced Studies Diploma (DEA) in Urban Studies and Territorial
Planning and a PhD in Architecture from the University of Seville (with a doctoral grant from the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation, Portugal). 8hs a postdoctoral researcher at the Social Studies Center (CES) of the University of Coimbra with

WKH UHVHDUFK SURMHFW 33RUWXJXHVH XUEDQ V\VWHPV RI PRQDVWLF RULJLQ"
Technology. She is also an invitedsistant professor at the Faculty of Human and Social Sciences of the University of

Algarve and a visiting professor at the Master in Architecture and Heritage (M ARPH) of the University of Seville.
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The texts are grouped thematicaligcording to chronological criteria, following the
broad periods established for the symposfuivie begin with a series of texts dedicated to the
IDWH OLGGOH $JHV &KDSWHU 37KH PHGLHYDO FLW\ DQC
followed by another ckter dealing with the period between the 16th and 18th centuries
&KDSWHU S5HOLJLR XV KRXVHV DQG WKH XUEDQ VSDFH”~
period after the extinction of the religious houses from thHé tOthe early 2t century
(ChapW H U I'HVWUXFWLRQ UHSXUSRVLQJ DQG XUEDQ FKDQ.

The medieval city and mendicant architecture

The rapid spread of the mendicant orders around Ewopbel3™" century had an important
impact on medieval cities. However, the orders were only gradually integrated into urban
society, often in a climate of conflict. The friars began by establishing themselves
provisionally in hermitages located on the outskirtshefcities, and then slowly consolidated
their presence in the urban space by constructing their own buildings. This process, which
unfolded over the first half of the 13th century, was in part determined by the need for
institutionalization, and resulted the adoption of the monastic model for the construction of
their religious houses. The first two texts in this chapter focus on this aspect. Caroline
Bruzelius reflects on the process through which this type of architecture was adopted by
orders foundean principles of evangelical poverty and on the difficulties of implementing it

in the urban context. Bela Zsolt Szakacs, for his part, analyses the typological development of
mendicant architecture in different urban contexts of medieval Hungary.

Considering that the pastoral and evangelical activities of the mendicants were not
UHVWULFWHG WR WKH LQWHULRUV R WK Méthefeléors ddetkHYV & D
to consider the architecture of mendicant convents not only of in termEfLOW "~ VW UXFW )
but also in relation to the open spaces (piazze) which were integral to public outreac®
WKLV VHQVH WKH 3SUHDFKLQJ SLD]]DV" RI WKH '"RPLQLFD
example, should be understood as extensions ofdheiches and therefore as examples of
WKHVH RUGHUVY LOQOWHUYHQWLRQ LQ WKH XUEDQ VSDFH 7
Domingos in Porto, whose importance in the changes that occurred in this city between the
13" and 14 centuries is analysed kpsé Ferrdo Afonso. In this case, the Dominican square
and porch were used for religious, commercial and administrative functions, which meant
they played a central role in the city.

Religioushouses and the urban space

From the 16th century onwards, tlEhurch reforms led to a considerable increase in the
number of monastic structures founded around Catholic Europe. In many cities, dense
monastic networks developed, some containing dozens of religious houses, and this religious

2 The conference was organisedoifour sessions in accdance with the themes suggestedhie Call for Papersiowever,

the initial thematic structure was changed slightly as a resuliegb#pers received.he fourth theme on the contemporary

city and the monastic heritage was not included due to thefaclkoherent bodpf papers dealing with that subje€in the

RWKHU KDQG WKH VHFRQG WRSLF 35HithatfRexted & Reatidal oDaQention, Kves exterdbd) VS DFF
Thus, there were in the end four sessions given over te theees: the medieval city and mendicant architecture; religious

houses and the urban space; destruction, repurposing and urban @hengaalysis of contemporary problems was left for

another occasion




presence was also extendeml new territories in the context of the European overseas
expansion. Over the course of this period, the religious orders expanded and intensified their
relationships with the cities. Some aspects of this phenomenon are dealt with over the course
of this chapter, which is divided into two parts. The first focuses on the transformations
produced in towns and cities by the construction or remodelling of monastic buildings. The
subject is approached on different scales, beginning with an analysis of tlas atwhole,

then a street, followed by a square, and finally, a plan for an urban area. The second group of
texts is concerned mainly with questions relating to the impact of the establishment of the
religious orders on the growth of urban fabric.

The iUVW SDUW RSHQV ZLWK 6WHIDQR 3LD]]DYfV VWXG\
demonstrates how the establishment of new religious houses and the renovation of existing
RQHVY LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI WKH &RXQWHU 5HIRUPDWLRQ
cRORVVDO DQG UDGLFDO XUEDQ UHQRYDWLRQ™ ZKLFK FRYH
the city. Next, Domenica Sutera particularizes this approach through an analysis of the
alterations carried out by the Dominican monasteries existing in the saynéna mutual
dialogue between the architecture and the urban space. On a different scale, Anna Serra
Masdeu shows the role that the Franciscan convent of Tarragona played in the 18th century in
articulating the design of an important artery defined lwy alignment of three monastic
buildings; while Sandra Costa Saldanha analyses the project for a square in front of the
Convent of Estrela in Lisbon as a site of representation of royal power. Finally, Maria Helena
Ribeiro dos Santos describes the way ok the Convents of SGo Domingos and Corpus
Christi in Lisbon were woven into the rigid plans for the rebuilding of the city after the
earthquake of 1755.

In the second part of this chapter, Rita Megre and Hélia Silva, in a chronological study of
the monatic geography of the city of Lisbon, show how the location of the religious
buildings generally accompanied the dynamic of expansion of the city. This phenomenon is
also confirmed by the distribution of the houses belonging to the Company of Jesus in the
same city, analyfl G LQ -RVp 0D Q XH®@n the dkkek Bide\of WieHAtANtic, the cases
from northeast Brazil presented by Maria Angélica da Silva and the three examples described
by Isabel Norton illustrate the strong Franciscan presence in Braeities and towns. These
studies show that the symbiotic relationship between the religious buildings and the cities also
exists in that geographic space, perhaps even more strongly.

Some of the texts in this chapter also show that the religious ondsesnot the only
protagonists in these processes. Various other agents were involved in the construction or
remodelling of these religious houses, ranging from monarchs and ecclesiastical authorities to
municipalities, nobility and burghers, and monasiichitecture often served as a means
through which various social classes affirmed themselves in different social, economic and
poltical contexts.

Destruction, repurposing, and urban change

In the 19th century, in some European countries, the extinofidhe religious orders and
consequent disentailment of their properties had an enormous impact on both the religious
buildings and the cities. After extinction, the monasteries continued to function as polarizing
elements, directly or indirectly promotinthanges to the urban fabric in a process that has
continued until today. The extinction of the religious institutes and the subsequent
management of their buildings was a complex process, full of imprecisions and indecisions, in
which the properties ostdlted between being given over to public service and sold into
private ownership. There were requests for the installation of facilities for very different

8
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public uses, ranging from military headquarters, to hospitals, schools, courts and
administrative deartments; however, these applications were often subordinated to private
interests, which aimed to use these buildings mainly as factories or as private residences. In
the meantime, some of them were ultimately demolished in order to make way for new
buildings, or to improve traffic circulatioand to enable the renovation and growth of the
urban areas.

The texts presented in this chapter approach the extinction of the religious houses as an
urban issue, aiming to demonstrate their importance itraimesformation of the cities in the
second half of the 19th and early 20th centuries. As such, they offered physical support for the
implementation of the public facilities of the new Liberal state, as well as providing an
opportunity for private interveiatn, and grounds for the reformulation of the city in the light
of the hygienist concepts of the period, both through the urbanization of their lands and the
cost of alteration and demolition of the buildings. The first paper concerns the city of Seville,
whose cluster of 94 monastic buildings accounts for a significant portion of its urban heritage.
This study by Maria Teresa Perez Cano and Eduardo Mosquera Adell begins by reflecting on
the historical process by which the various religious orders estatllislemselves in the city
over a period of six centuries, and then goes on to analyse the effects of secularization upon
the buildings, urban spaces and religious communities. Of these 17 female religious houses
stil remain in the city, constituting alvQJ IUDJPHQW RI WKH 3FLXGDG FRQYF

This is followed by case studies of the Portuguese cities of Lisbon, Porto and Coimbra.
Of the three, the most expressive case is certainly the first, which is considered by Raquel
Henriques da Silva with regard tbe demolition of the Convent of Trindade. The extinction
of the religious houses had a greater impact upon Lisbon than upon any of the other
Portuguese cities. This text reflects upon the contexts of extinction and the process of
attributing a use to thiextinct convent, which was initially designated as a court, before
being demolished to make space for a street (Rua Nova da Trindade), housing plots and a
brewery. In Porto, Maria José Casanova analyses the process of transforming the extensive
area occugd by the extinct convents of Sdo Domingos, Sdo Francisco and Sao Jodao Novo
into the new commercial and financial centre of the city, an intervention that partially
destroyed these monastic areas and resulted in the urbanization of their lands. Ie tie cas
Coimbra, Margarida Relvdo explains how, after the extinction, all the administrative
functions of the city were concentrated in the extinct Monastery of Santa Cruz, and how the
breakup of its lands (which covered a greater area than any of thetglduarters) enabled
the Upper and Lower Towns to be connected and opened up a new direction for urban
expansion.

Finally, Sérgio Vieira, Pedro Redol, Claudio Oliveira and Jorge Matos present the case of
Batalha, a Portuguese town built in the shadowroinaportant Dominican convent founded
by King John | to commemorate the Portuguese victory in the Battle of Aljubarrota. This
religious house was one of a small group of buildings that were saved from public auction
because of their historical and artist&lue, and therefore suffered a different fate from the
RWKHUV )J)UHHG IURP WKHLU IRUPHU IXQFWLRQ WKH\ DFT)>
and underwent conservation and restoration. However, these works were not restricted to the
buildings, but mvolved the whole of the surrounding spaces. The Monastery and town of
Batalha was one of these cases. This text analyses how the interventions designed to
SYDORULVH" WKLV 3SQDWLRQDO PRQXPHQW"™ H[WHQGHG WK
alterations tats structure and creating a totally new urban landscape around the monastery.




The medieval city and mendicant architecture
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Friars in the Medieval City: Preaching, Building and Burying?

Caroline Bruzelius,2 Duke University
c.bruzelius@duke.edu

Abstract: The adoption of monumental architecture by the friars resulted from many factors,
most obviously the exponential growth of the communities. As an order of canons,
Dominicans utilized features of monastic planning (chapter houses and cloisters) at an early
date. An additional impetus for the adoption of permanent institutional architecture was the
threat to the new orders from the hostile secular clergy. Friars achieved authority and
permanence not only by insisting on uniformity in habits and liturgicaltjpeg but also by

the systematic adoption of monastic reform architecture. Inserting this model into urban
environments was a challenge, however. Land acquisition and construction were expensive.
In the late thirteenth century convent communities wereeagingly embedded in local
rivalries and hierarchies of power, leading to a competition in the scale of buildings, rapidly
distancing friars from the ideal of evangelical poverty. | conclude with a quick view of the
economic structures developed by fritbpay for buildings. The scale of mendicant convents
was the result of many factors, most obviously the growth in the size of the communities.
However, the need to establish a permanent institutional presence in the face of threats from
the secular clengprobably also stimulated a systematic adoption of the monastic plan by both
orders, for the Preachers as early as c. 1220 and for the Franciscans by c. 1250.

Keywords: mendicants, preaching, piazza, intercession, inquisition

Part 1: Introduction

The urban landscape of European cities is often dominated by a mendicant church tlkat loom
over other buildings in scai@ig. 1) But how did the mendicant orders, originally founded
on the principle of evangelical poverty, arrive at this type of giganticiteicture?To answer
this question | am going to take a new approach to the broad topic of mendicant architecture
(Fig. 2), and | focus especially on Franciscan architecture because of the particularly strong
contradiction between their profession of apdistpoverty and the scale of their buildings.
O\ DSSURDFK HQJDJHV ZLWK WKH 3VRFLDO OLIH" RI EXLOG
function, process, and economics of mendicant space.

The massive churches we see today are only the most visible paltabfvas once a
capillary presence of friars in medieval cities. These convents were the points of departure

1 This paper is a partial summary of research that appears in much more fully developed form in my forthcoming volume,
Preaching, Building and Burying: Friars in the Medieval Cftyale University Press, 2014n this essay | preserve the
collogquial tone dmy spoken presentation; to that end | have reduced the number of footnotes.

2 caroline Bruzelius is a professor architectural and urban history at Duke UnivBtsithas worked on Gothic Architecture

in France and Italy, not only monographs of majanoments (St.Denis, Noti2ame in Paris) but also the architecture of
medieval colonialism, the French rulers of the Kingdom of Si¢llgr. most recent book on the architecture of the mendicant
orders is in press with Yale University Press in Londire § a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and

is former Director of the American Academy in Rome.
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for a ministry in the city accomplished through preaching in public spawcasgets and

piazza and visiting laymen in the domestic space andqywhthe home (Bruzelius, 2007).

7KH GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ IHDWXUH RI WKH PHQGLFDQW PRY
outreach, one that extended from street corner, to piazza, to market, and from the tenement to
the palace. This was a uniquely new extarasibn of religious practice; with the friars
engagement with the sacred was no longer contained within the traditional space of the
church or convent, but rather the latter was intended as a base for action outside. Friars
activated the public spaceswban environments as part of their mission.

At the same time, the externalization through outdoor preaching in public spaces had as
its goal an internalization of piety that addressed the private individual conscience for
personal salvation: outside prteaspace was used to reach the inner soul and lead to penance
and confession. Although individual penitence had already been stipulated in the requirement
for annual confession in the decrees of the 1215 Lateran Council, friars seem to have been
among thefirst to put this consistently into practice; it is interesting for our purposes that in
the early decades, at least, as well as later in the reform that came to be known as the
Osservanzathese activities often occurred outside.

MRS RN [« P ! ‘q“
] T~ a 'E'm
-f-’ii 9
‘T.I 1}

Figure 1.Naples, theconvent of Sta. Cliara from above (photo: author)

12
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Tavola Il
1. Cortona, San Francesco; 2. Udine, San Francesco;
3. Treviso, San Francesco; 4. Cagliari, San Francesco;

5. Pisa, Santa Caterina (chiesa domenicana); 6. Pisa,
San Francesco; 7. Pescia, San Francesco; 8. Pistoia,
San Francesco.

Figure 2.Mendicant plan types, from Schenkluhn (2000: 64)

The spiritual authority of new mendicant orders derived from their adoption of apostolic
poverty. Friars renounced rents from propextyl tithes- the most striking feature of their
early decade3.This poverty was in imitation of Christ and Apostles and it inspired claims
that the new orders had a closer, purer, relationship to the diMhelULD U LQ 7KH 6 XPPR
WD OH [UR P CarkdibXry Adle§ ut it thus:

3«:H PHQGLFDQWY ZH VLPSOH IULDUV

Have wedded poverty and continence

&KDULW\ KXPEOHQHVV DQG SHQLWHQFH«

Therefore our desires

,IP VSHDNLQJ RI RXUVHQGYHYV PHQGLFDQW IULDUYV
Are more acceptable to God, more able

Thanyours, with all your feasts upon the table.

«

As a hawk springs up into the lonely

5HIJLRQV RI KHDYHQ VR WKH SUD\HU« R

Charitable, chaste and busy friars,

7DNHV IOLJKW DQG HQWHUV LQWRI3RGTV WZR HDUV« &KDXFH

3 Although apostolic poverty was a point of departure for the Franciscan mission from its inception, the situation was
different in the Dominica order: in 1206 Dominic adopted poverty as a purely individual choice; it did not form part of the
RUGHU DV D ZKROH XQWLO WKH SULQFLSOH zZDV DGRSWHG E\ WKH *HQHUDO

Chiffoleau (2009: 10).
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And indeed a significant segnt of the medieval public seems to have considered the
prayers of friars as a highly effective intervention in aid of the soul in Purg&wer. the
course of the thirteenth century, prayeand mendicant prayer in particutabecame an ever
more impotant element of exchange within this urgent economy of salvation.

Friars engaged public spaces for multiple religious purpd®gdhe 1230s they were
FRQGXFWLQJ plXOO VHUYLFHY VDFUDPHQWDO RSHUDWLRQV
and marke{Delcorno, 2000: 456 In time they obtained their own designated piazzas for
preaching; a process often assisted by laymen and commun&233, for example, the
citizens of Parma created a plaza for the Dominicans, a gesture repeated in many aties, mo
notably at Sta. Maria Novella in Florence, where two piazzas were created, one in 1244 and
one in 1287 (Lea, 1953, II: 211; Smith, 2010: 480; Hinnebusch, 1966, I:(B&D)3). By
about 1250 the preaching piazza was integral to the concept of maniam e nvents; we
therefore need to consider the architecture of mendicant convents not only of in terms of
SEXLOW™ VWUXFWXUHYVY EXW DOV RBiatz® wdiethQnerd/ inRgpal W R W KH
public outreach. Often the creation of a piazza pretd¢be completion of the church for the
lay public, as seems to have been the case at Sta. Maria Novella in Florence (Fig. 4).

L L

C 1 N | LOE B

FLORENCE: santa Maria Novella

Schematic and Hypothetical Reconstruction of
Major Building Phases

Figure 4. Florence, Sta. Maria Nowella, a hypothetical reconstruction of major building phases (author
with Cosimo Monteleone).

14
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Another activitiy of friars outside the convent was their entrance into the private spaces
of homes.Although pastoral visits to homes ghi appear to have little to do with church
construction, the presence of friars in the home, and, most importantly, at the bedside of the
il and dying,played a vital role irshaping the content of wills and enhancing donations of
funds or land forconstruction. The revival of writing wills as a social and economic practice
became diffuse in the ¥3century, so much so that the great scholar Nicole Bériou has
suggested that friars played a fundamental role in its revival (Bériou, 2009:10). In 1987
Jacques Chiffoleau noted that for the Franciscans of Avignon between forty and sixty percent
of introits were derived from testamentary bequests (Chiffoleau, 1987: 138).

2XWGRRU SUHDFKLQJ DQG 3YLVLWLQJ KRPHV® R@WKH VF
been revolutionary practices for the medieval clergy. This is evident from the commentary of
Guillaume de Sairt PR XU ZKR IRFXVHG RQ WKH IULDUfV SUHDFKLC
forerunners of the Antichrist and signals of the last times. His estiijve objections were
based not only on the idea that these actions were taking place outside the frame of the
apostolic succession under the authority of the episcopal hierarchy, but also that these were, in
themselves, new types of clerical activitigsthis sensemendicants represented a revolution
in relations between the clergy and the public. This was a revolution that influenced the
GHVLIJQ DQG FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI FRQYHQWY JHQHUDWLQJ C
relationship of religpus institutions to urban space.

7KHVH 3UHYROXWLRQV® ZHUH DQ\WWKLQJ EXW QHXWUDO 7
new orders increasingly destabilized the secular (parish and cathedral) clergy. Visiting laymen
in homes led to the accusation th&\ 3SH QHW U D WpeQelranK #omtiksYiars
inappropriately entered into the secret thoughts of the laity. There was deep and particular
anxiety about propinquity with women in domestic space, and more anxiety still about the
susceptibilityof women tothe eloquence of the friars. Visiting homes, of course, became the
inspiration for the scandalous tales of Boccaccio and Chaucer, and literary sources provide by
far the best (and the most entertaining) testimony for this novel activity in action.

Aside fom issues of resentment and scandal, by taking on outreach activities in the city,
preaching outside and visiting homes inside, friars destabilized the spiritual authority and
sources of economic support of the secular clergy. Aside from issues of Icéaribarity,
there were profound financial implications: donations of property and money to friars from
grateful and devoted patrons, as well as requests for the intercessory prayers of friars
(formalized and legalized through the will), massively defl@atsources away from parish
and cathedralBecause of the efficaciousness of mendicant prayer, funerals and burials
represented a particularly important income source for the friars and a concomitant loss of
income for the secular clergy (Bruzelius, 2Q0/A) addition, E\ W KH TV PHQGLFDQ\
acquired the right to administer the sacraments, hear confession, and bury patrons in their
cemeteries and churches, all of which encroached on the prerogatives, (and income) of
parishes.

Yet the history of randicant architecture has been written as though this widespread
climate of conflict and competition did not exist. My question has been whether, and, if so,
how, this environment of contestation might have affected the architecture of mendicant
conventsDid the practices of outdoor preaching and indoor burying have an impact on the
conception, design, and construction, of mendicant space? As the reader will see, the answer
WR ERWK TXHVWLRQV LV DQ HPSKDWLF 3\HV "aFdJ@I®OLFW GL
the new practices of outdoor preaching and indoor buria.

The hostility of the secular clergy to the rapidly growing popularity of the mendicant
orders was acute in many places by the 1230s and 1240s. It led to a series of determined
attempts hirough the papal curia to limit or prohibit their activities altogether. In those same
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years the rapidly growing number of converts to the orders meant thatifriaessingly
needed to build convents large enough to serve the needs of their expandingnites
(dormitories, classrooms, cloisters, a chapter house, and liturgical space). Friars also
increasingly needed spaces for their lay followers: the early practice of borrowing parish
churches for preaching was becoming increasingly difficult, anaighieg outside sometimes

met with hostile action. As in many aspects of the mendicant movement, the Dominicans led
WKH zZD\ E\ GHYHORSLQJ WKH IRUPXOD RI| WKHed@I&S8HME OH FK
laicorum, for the public, the sacraments, and, sbmes and in some places, lay burials),
versus theecclesia fratrumreserved for the religious communit$fometimes these were
parallel spaces, as at the church of the Jacobins in Toulouse, but more commonly they were
sequential, as at San Domenico in Bol.

The mendicant orders also went through a process of increasing institutionalization as the
thirteenth century progressed. They developed legislation on matters including liturgy, habits,
administration, and architecture and its decoration. The Franceaaid$y abandoned the old
ad hocEXLOGLQJVY RI WKH HDUO\ GD\V IRU W\SHV RI VWUXFW X
and presence. (Fig. 5) As noted above, part of the process of institutionalization meant the
adoption of the legitimizing architectuof reform monasticisman architectural typology for
rural communities in every way contradictory to the urban, public preaching mission of friars.

This type of plan was adopted first by the Dominicans in imitation of the Cistercians, as is
wellknown HYHQ WKH GLYLVLRQ RI WKH FKXUFK LQWR 3LQWHU
PRGHO RI WKH &LVWHUFLDQ VHSDUDWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH F
Although the entire complex has been profoundly changed over the centuries) afenoat

certainly trace the adoption of the monastic complex to San Domenico in Bologna, which
perhaps especially with the shrine of Saint Dominic became a model for many buildings in

the order. As the thirteenth century progressed, the monastic mosg&qur@n institutional

language of building that helped friars to structure and to organize their spiritual lives and
their educational mission, as well as assert to assert mengeananencendauthority in

the face of opposition. By c. 1250 the Fragains also adopted this model, as can be seen in

the excavations of Sta. Croce in Florence.

But building a monastic complex within a city, unlke the largely rural settings of
medieval monasticism, presented singular challenges. Friars now had to comifiete
residents and urban institutions for physical spauets and houses). Sometimes, as in
Strasbourg, the friars dominated too large a proportion of an urban center, depriving the city
of taxable property and locations for housing and markets (Star##of@b, 187188). The
population explosion of the ¥3century had already placed great pressure on urban space
within cities, and the increasingly large complexes of the friars now added significantly to
these pressures.

7KH GLIILFXOW\ LRQW&DW BEQVWMWHMWKXWJUH QHHGHG WR E
commitment to apostolic poverty. It is the conjunction of these two concepts that generated
WKH HVVHQWLDO 30O0RRN" RI PHQGLFDQW DUFKLWHFWXUH (
characterized, hower, by ostentatious austerity (Fig. 1).

What did the process of institutionalization, monasticizationpf mendicant residences
in urban space mean for the financing and construction of mendicant churches? Obviously
big new buildings required substaaithnew sources of funding and property, resources that
went beyond what could be acquired through the traditional activities of questing, though
asking for alms remained an important feature of mendicant activities. Donations in wills that
permitted the eohanges and purchase of land adjacent to convents became increasingly
important in order to obtain the amount of space required for the adoption of the monastic
plan in convents. Naturally enough, however, donors requested certain privileges in return for
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their contributions: commemorative prayer for the soul of the donor, burial in the habit of the
order, burial in church or cloister, private family altars or chapels, and spaces for votive
paintings, sculpted effigies, flags, shields.

Thus, while friars egaged with the public outside in the city, their unique economic
circumstances and above all the necessity of supporting themselves by irregular sources of
income through offerings and donations meant that laymen increasingly and in turn
affirmed ther own presence within the interior spaces of the convent. Even though the burial
monuments and altars have usually been obliterated either in the GReftemation or in
nineteenthand twentietkcentury restoration, these lay interventions were to becaoentral
feature of mendicant space (Fig 6).

[

Thoc 3 4

1. Porziuncola. 2. Cappella del Transito. 3. Casa del Comune.

Figure 5. Assisi, the Porziuncola, with excavations of the early Franciscan settlemefdfter Enciclopedia
GHOOT$UW H19H ,Gdl 2 YpDE3M).

Figure 6. )ORUHQFH 6WD &URFH WKH H[WHUQDO 3EXUphbt® Alex&@®HU\ VRX
Dodson)
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Mendicant convents were therefore highly permeable urban spaces increasingly
HFRORQL]JHGYT E\ WKH PHPRULDOV RI OD\dHUup progiesséd OL XV
churches were conceived as negotiable containers for lay monuments that commemorated the
lineages of donors. The Franciscan or Dominican church, cloister, or graveyard was often an
XUEDQ 3KRPH DzZD\ IURP KRPH =~ 7KH ZRH$&indvVdf BpaceAR PHY W
SKDQJDU ~ EXW KDQJDUV VSHFLILFDOO\ DFWLYDWHG IRU V
worshipped, and were buried, within its walls.

Part 2: Building on the inquisition

In the middle of the 18 century, the mendicant orders were assigned administration of the
inquisition. Aside from the activities associated with the extirpation of heresy, the inquisition
brought significant revenues as well as access to properties needed for the expansion of
buildings, either through expropriation, purchase, or exchange. For the convents immediately
concerned, all these activities exponentially increased the wealth and power of friaries, as
conviction for heresy meant that the goods and properties of the coedewvere confiscated

and sold; the income derived was distributed in thirds divided between the ecclesiastical
authority (the bishop), the commune (or in the case of a kingdom, such as France or Naples,
the royal authority) and the office of the inquisitiols a result, all important governing
institutions benefitted. The office was usually located within the largest Franciscan or
Dominican convent of the province. Inquisitors were exempt from the jurisdiction of the
priors and Ministers General of the orsiéBruschi, 2006: 305).

In Italy, at least, mendicant convents with inquisitorial offices often erected the largest
DQG PRVW SUHVWLJLRXV FKXUFKHVY 6DQ /RUHQ]R LQ 9LFHAQ
Florence). The complex usually housed offides notaries, record keeping, and juridical
procedures. Convents entrusted with the inquisition had prisons (at Sta. Croce in its damp
basements; these also existed in the convents of Prato, Siena, Arezzo, afd\Risajgh
today it is not always easy identify the locations of the Inquisitorial offices, we know from
WH[WV WKDW DW 6DQWYI(XVWRUJLR LQ OLODQ KRZHYHU
inquisition over thecellariumin 1289. It held a large cupboard for books and a bed (Biscottini,
1998: 140). At Sta. Croce, the offices of the inquisition were in a wing of the complex to the
right of the main entrance adjacent to the courtyard and refectory; there were more than thirty
rooms and a separate chapel associated with inquisition actibt#@sdsohn, 1929: 163).
Lorenzo Paolini noted that the inquisitor was independent of the prior; his part of the convent
was, as it were, a separate entity that could also laumemal investigations within the
convent (Paolini, 1998: 200). One can imaygimat at Sta. Croce, for example, within an
environment fraught over the issue of Franciscan poverty, how complex and disquieting this
power to silence dissent could have become (Piron, 2009).

Each tribunal was responsible for salaries and had to cosreswih continuous and
sometimes onerous administrative costs. The expenses included a substantial retinue of armed
JXDUGY ,Q JORUHQFH WKH LQTXLVLWRUV ERUH DUPV DV 3¢(
165). The Dominican Inquisitor of Naples was pobtel by more than fifty armed men

4The priest Berardo da Prato, jailed because he could not pay a fine of 15 florins, was held in the prison of Sta. Croce,
where he drowned in the flood of November 1333 (Biscaro, 1933: 192).
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(Amabile, 1987: 66). In addition to the mendicant administrators and the guards, the lay
administration included notaries, spies, and accountants, who were exempt from taxation
(Vauchez, 1990: 166; Benedetti, 2004: 373y.d3 1300 the presence of an inquisition office

had so transformed the external perception of some mendicant houses that in Siena, during the
activities of the infamous Inquisitor Fra Mino, the friars were instructed for their safety not

go into the cy (Vauchez, 1990: 186; Biscaro, 1933: 186; Bruschi, 2006: 301), and indeed the
order risked expulsion from the city.

The expenses of administering the offices of the inquisition meant that tribunals had an
interest in continued inquisitorial activity evafter local heresies had been largely extirpated
by c. 12701290. Maintenance of the office required new strategies, and in particular, an ever
greater dependence upon posthumous accusations. There were egregious episodes of
corruption and abuseln Italy, supporters of the empire (Ghibellines) were considered
heretics (along with usurers), so in the peninsula the inquisition was sharply positioned within
the poiltical factions.

Fines and the confiscation of property were important relation for the ésamtthe
mendicants through the generic formulae pEfuperes Christi, 3SLR XV FDXVHV’™ RU
QHFHVVLWLHYVY RI WKH IULDUV" $PDELOH /HD
designated for pious causes could of course include donationsriesfria compilation of
Paduan documents from 1263 to c. 1302 provides important evidence on how the inquisition
EHQHILWWHG PHQGLFDQWY %RQDWR WKH 3DGXDQ IU
proceeds of confiscations instead of sharing thésidir into thirds with the bishop and the
commune. The abuses included extortion and the deflection of legacies away from rightful
heirs (Rigon, 2002: »xvi). The executors of wills diverted inheritances, including those of
minors, and sold the goods farprofit (Rigon, 2002: xvi). Friars engaged in usurious loans.
Franciscan executors required bribes in order to fulfill testamentary bequests to private
individuals, and sold or transferred properties to members of their own families. They also
engaged irtransactions that favored certain political alliances, destabilizing the balance of
power and family networks within the city.

Even before the mendicants had been formally entrusted with its administration income
from the inquisttion had begun to be usedconstruction projects, a practice that became
widespread in Europe. Some of the earliest evidence comes from Florence, where in 1231 the
&RPPXQHYV VKDUH RI LQTXLVLWLRQ LQFRPH ZDV XVHG WR |
169; Bruschi, 2006: 309)n France, fines on the heretics of Lavaur and Najac were used to
build the city cathedral (Lea, 1955: 169). In the early fourteenth century, Bernard Gui allowed
absolution and dispensation to be granted in return for donations to build bridges and
churchrHV DQG 3SLRXV XVHV DW RXU GLVFUHWLRQ" /HD
against town government of Cordes for harboring heretics was construction of a chapel
decorated with images of St. Peter Martyr, St. Cecilia, St. Louis, and St. Domihg&tedues
of the bishop and the two inquisitors over therchyportal (Lea, 1955: 179).

From 1319 to 1329 the construction of Florence Cathedral was partially funded by the
FRPPXQHTYV SRUWLRQ RI FRQILVFDWLRQV [HD se €

5 A 1295 will listed in theLiber contractuum(ed. Bonato, 200233) makes a sistantial donation specifically to the
Inquisitorial office in the Franciscan house. Vauchez (2003: 564), suggests that this type of donation sometimes reflected
extortion by friars of laity susceptible to accusations of heresy, who risked possible atamfisaf all property.Such
confiscations would also pertain to their heirs and close relations.

®The case could be made that in a city like Naples the foundation of the mendicant communities of San Domenico and San
Lorenzo in the city center might habed a pétical valence from the outset (Amabile, 19&7:50).
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expropriated funds were designated for the construction and embellishment of Sta. Croce and
1/3 for Sta. Maria Novella (Davidsohn, 1929: 169; Murray, 1986:177). In Verona when more
than 174 heretics were burned in the amphitheater in 1278, and timeeings used to found

a new Franciscan convent in Sirmione (Lea, 1955, II: 235; Guiraud, 1938: 573). Similarly,
after the attack on the Dominican office of the inquisition in Parma in 1279, the fines imposed
on the ringleaders were used to build a churahodg¢ed to Peter Martyr (Guiraud, 1938:578).

In Vicenza the third due to the commune from the sale of the lands confiscated from a heretic
ZDV GHIOHFWHG LQVWHDG WR EH XVHG 3tQ FRIQWWHWDHHW LR
(Rigon, 2002: xxxv,168). Finally, in Naples in 1325 King Robert of Anjou directed royal
proceeds from an inquisitorial trial (hce to complée the church of San Domenicbeg,

1955, I: 506) (Fig. 7).

/

Figure 7. Naples, the plan of San Domenco with the portions of the church completed after c. 1325 in blue
DXWKRU DIWHU SODQ SXEOLVKHG E\ 'H 'LYLWLLV 38Q FDVR GL ULQQRY
reggio nilensise il largo di San Domenico Maggiore " Architettura e committenza nella Napoli del

Quattrocento . Venezia, 2007, p. 139.

In conclusion, the transformation of the mendicant orders from marginal and
experimental groups to major institutions stimulated a major change in the concept of what
constiuted appropriate mendicant architecture, and this in turn entailed the development of
new sources of income in order to support lesgale construction. Obviously the need for
big churches to contain large communities of friars and laymen was importatiie Aame
time the challenges to the new orders from the other clergy required friars to show both their
permanence and authority. By adopting the model of monastic architecture friars could solve
both problems and also convey the ideas of reform andriyust

But the architecture of representation is expensive. Land and construction required funds,
and the more ambitious the project, the greater the cost. In the case of the mendicant orders,
we might say that perhaps the price paid was not only a matter od ety for property and
building materials, but also the precious and beautiful concepts of poverty and simplicity that
were the heart of the mendicant movement.
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Early Mendicant Architecture in Medieval Hungary
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Abstract: The mendicant orders arrived to Hungary in the early 13th century. The present
paperdiscusses the topographical location of the mendicant houses within the cities and their
architectural arrangement. It seems that the first, simplest type is connected to Dalmatian and
probably to Italian prototypes; the second, more complicated typeasnanon East Central
European feature; while the third type with polygonal presbytery is related to the patronage of
the royal court. By the early 14th century the mendicant architecture in Hungary was
comparable to the contemporary Western European terdenarban topography and
reduced Gothic decoration forms both tell about an integration process basically ended.

Keywords: mendicant architecture, urban topography, Hungary, 13th century

Hungary was a large and rich kingdom on the eastern border infChtistianity. Travellers

from abroad usually noted the fertile and often unpopulated fields of the country, which
inspired Western settlers to arrive in great number to Hungary during the 12th and 13th
centuries. This is also the period of the beginrahthe development of Western type towns
(Gerevich, 1990; Szende, 2010). Hungarian historians often complain the underdeveloped
character of Hungarian towns in the Middle Ages. What the Western settlers found here were
large but loosely organised settlemheagglomerations around castles or bishopric centres
(Szende, 2011a and 2011b). This is certainly not the place where mendicants feel themselves
at home.

On the other hand, mendicants arrived to Hungary relatively early: the first Dominicans
are here in221 and the Franciscans followed them eight years after (Karacsonyi24923
Harsanyi, 1938; more recently Illés and Zagorhidi Czigany, 2007; Medggessly 2013).

Why was Hungary so appealing for the mendicant orders? The usual answer points to the
geographical situation of the country. To the south we can find Bosnia, a region associated
with Bogumil heresy. On the eastern border of Hungary starts the immense territory of the
nomadic people, at that time under the role of the Cumans. In 1226/28ianary bishopric

was founded for the Cumans administered by Dominican friars from Hungary. In 1235 a
Dominican friar, Julianus went on a long journey to find and convert the Hungarians living in
the East. He intended to return in 1237 but by that timg#ntars invaded and destroyed the
country of the eastern Hungarians. Very soon the Cumans suffered the same disaster which
put an end to the history of the Dominican Cuman bishopric. Thus, the missionary activity did
not prove to be entirely successful.

1Béla Zsolt Szakacs CSc: art historian, head of the Department of Art History of the Pazmany Péter Catholic University
(BudapesPiliscsaba). He defended his doctoral thesis on a-detitury illuminated manuscript (pubished as A Magyar

Anjou Legendarium képi rendszerei. Budapest: Balassi, 2006). Research interest: medieval architecture in Central Europe,
history of monument protection, Christian iconography.
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Nevertheless, the number of mendicant convents rose rapidly during the 13th century.
The Dominicans had twelve convents (ten male and two female) before the Tartar invasion of
1241/42, and they founded around twesiy new convents in the second half bét13th
century. The Franciscans started slowly: the Hungarian province was established only 1233
but by the early 14th century they had almost fifty convents in the country. In fact, this is
partially due to the development of towns in the perigdungaran historians following the
idea of Jacques Le Goff, tried to define the number of medieval Hungarian towns counting the
mendicant convents (Flgedi, 1970). Additionally, the early success of the two orders is due to
the royal favour: King Béla IV (1238270) supported intensively first the Dominicans and
later, in the 1260s, the Franciscans whose convent of Esztergom was selected as a burial place
of the king in 1270.

2. Koldulorendi kolostorok 1300 kariil
(Készitette Kumnyanszky lldiko, 1998)

Before 1247 1241 enn
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Figure 1. Mendicant friaries in medieval Hungary ca 1300 (after Kutnyanszky 1990)

Turning to the architecture of the early convents, one of the first houses was established
in Veszprém (Pfeiffer, 1913:486; Harsanyi, 1938: 10304; Romhanyi, 2000: 72). This
town is the seat of one of the oldest bishoprics of Hungary and is a cleaplexam
multifocal settlements (Kralovanszky, 1990). The Dominican nunnery was founded in one of
the suburbs north of the castle hill before 1240 by Bishop Bartholomew (Lukcsics, 1896: 139
140). Although the excavations of the 1930s were somewhat probde(pettiodization of the
ground plan cannot be taken seriously), the major lines are clear (Kralovanszky, 1994;
Kutnyanszky, 2000: 9B8).

The church was a singlkeave building with a squarghaped sanctuary. Later, in the 15th
century the sanctuary was el in a polygonal form. The triumphal arch with two side altars
DQRG WKH GLYLVLRQ LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WKH QDYH LQGLEF
preserved. Fragments of the western portal suggest that the dating to around 1240 is
acceptable.

Another early example of Hungarian mendicant architecture can be found in Vasvar. This
town was a centre of a county with a castle. The settement had different parts, partially
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belonging to the castle, partially to a local chapter (Ivanyi, 1992; Zagdtizigany, 1996).

The Dominican friary was built in the royal suburb. There is a tradition which connects the
foundation to King Béla 1V in 1244, however, this is uncertain (Zagorhidi Czigany, 1999).
The first sign of the existence of the convent is a chdmten 1254 when the king donated a
garden to the friars (Wenzel, (186@): VII. 151). Art historians tend to date the building to
the 1250s60s (Haris, 1994b and 2009).

The significance of the convent lies in the fact that this is the earliestpresitved
mendicant church in Hungary. With some modification (such as the heightening of the tower
or the vaulting of the nave) the structure is basically original. The ground plan of the church is
comparable to that of Veszprém: it has a single nave whichetasaulted originally, and a
squareshaped sanctuary that still preserves its -t&htury cross vault. On the northern side
of the sanctuary, a tower was erected. The cloister with its wings has been relatively well
preserved too, thus we can reconstraitypical mendicant convent from the early period.
Although the original liturgical arrangement has not been preserved, the round window on the
south wall of the nave probably indicates the presence of a choir screen.

The squareshaped sanctuary, whicteems to be consequent in the early buildings, can
EH FHUWDLQO\ FRQQHFWHG WR WKH RUGHUVY LQWHQWIL
sanctuaries are common in early mendicant churches in lItaly, however, usually there are
further side chapels added. Téfare the sole sanctuary of the Hungarian type has been
explained by comparing it to contemporaneous village churches (Gyurky, 1981: 129. Marosi
referred to smaller monastery churches (Arpas and Turdc) as predecessors. Marosi, 1994:
47.). In fact, in the 3th century the singl@ave churches with a squashaped sanctuary was
widespread all over Hungary, however, it is quite debatable if they were really used as
prototypes. If we take a look to the Dalmatian convents, which formed part of the Hungarian
provinces, we find interesting similarities. The Franciscan church of Zadar has a typical
tripartite eastern end with a central and two additional chapels with straight end (Hofler,
1989: 143). This is quite usual in the Italian material. The Dominican clofrtie same
town, however, omitted the side chapels, thus its ground plan is closer to the Hungarian
examples (Hofler, 1989: 14B44; Hilie, 1996: 6970). A further parallel can be found in
Trogir, where the Dominican convent was established in 1265 (Bsky01996: 248). The
church still standing is very similar to the one at Vasvar, regarding the nave, the sanctuary and
even the single tower attached to the sanctuary. Even the pair of windows on the east facade is
common in the two churches.

Figure 2. Ground plan of the Dominican nunnary of Veszpém (after Kralovanszky 1994)
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Figure 3. Ground plan of the Dominican friary of Vasvar (after Haris 1994)

Figure 4. Ground plans of the Franciscan and the Dominican churches in Zadar (afteidofler 1989)

The only difference is that while in Trogir the conventual buildings are situated on the
north, the situation is just the opposite in Vasvar, which results in the different disposition of
the towers. Interestingly, King Béla IV, donor and sibte founder of the Vasvar convent,
spent some time in Trogir during the Tartar invasion and connections did not stop later
(Engel, 2001: 99100; Nagy, 2003; Birnbaum, 1999). Certainly, it would be hazardous to
argue that the Dominican church of Trogirswased as a prototype at Vasvar (the chronology
of the two buildings are not clear, they were built rmordess parallelly), but their similarity
IS a clear sign that there was a modest type in the early mendicant architecture, probably of
Italian origin, which was in use both in Hungary and Dalmatia at the beginning.

A further example of the same type is known from Obuda (part of modern Budapest).
This town was one of the ancient royal centres of the country, especially favoured by the
kings in the earh.3th century (Altmann and Bertalan, 1991). The Franciscan convent was
built in the neighbourhood of the St Peter chapter and the royal residence. It was a simple and
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relatively small church which can be dated probably to the early phase, before the Tartar
invasion of 1241 (Atmann, 1994: 73142; Kutnyanszky, 2000: 989).

The situation changed dramatically after the middle of the century. Obuda (the name
means Old Buda) was not a typical western town with walls thus it was destroyed by the
Tartars easilyOn the contrary, the new Buda, newly founded by the king on the nearby hill,
was defended by walls and had a classical town ctar@végh, 20062008: I. 2734). There
were two mendicant friaries within its walls. The Dominican convent was built betikeen
royal residence and the parish church. Excavations revealed that the early church had a single
nave and an elongated sanctuary with flat end. The polygonal ending is a later addition from
the 14th century. Although its remains are fragmentary, it vaaioly a high quality
building as the stone carvings prove. This was adequate especially as the General Chapter of
the Dominican Order was invited to Buda by the king in 1254 (Gyur8§11Gyirky, 1994:
123-130).

The ground plan of the sanctuary is similar to that of the earlier type having a flat end,
but the elongated form is usually explained by the growing number of the friars. While this
explanation is certainly reasonable, we should also take into conswfetitt the same
elongated sanctuary is a common feature in Central Europe: let me only mention the
Dominican convent of Cracow (founded in 1222, the new church was consecrated in 1248/51)
and the Dominican friary of Sandomierz (founded 1226, the navdimiabed before 1241)
(Grzibkowski, 1983). _

“rf

B xv I

Figure 6. Buda, Dominican friary Figure 7. Sandomierz Dominican friary
(after Gyurky 1994) (after Grzibkowski 1983)




One of the most important examples of this elongated type was built in the vicinity of
Buda town, on an island of the Danube, called later as Mszgjet (Island of St Margaret).

This was a Dominican nunnery, founded by the king in ca. 1251 to housgalunghter,
Margaret, who was offered to God to protect the country from the Tartars. Margaret died in
the convent in the age of twentyght and was later venerated as a saint. The rich and large
monastic complex included a church with an elongated sagoiutr flat end (later rebuilt in
SRO\JRQDO IRUP D QDYH ZLWK D QXQVY FKRLU LQ WKH
nunnery is in ruins now, its stone carvings attest the royal magnanimity (Gyurky, 1994; Irasné
Melis, 2007 and 2010).

On the samesland, not far from the Dominicans, a Franciscan friary was also
established, which is preserved only partially. The ground plan discovered by archaeologists
is ambiguous (Locsy, 1971). The sanctuary is elongated but it has a foundation at the east
which B straight and another which is sesmcular. It would be quite surprising to
reconstruct the church with a seamicular apse, however, we should take into consideration
that the remains are fundaments which determine the superstructure only roughlyit &u
possible that the termination of the sanctuary was polygonal originally.

Unguestionably polygonal was the sanctuary of the Franciscan friary of Buda castle. This
church, totally rebuilt in the Baroque period, was founded in the 1260s and aigieaf s
royal favour is the fact that King Andrew IlIl was buried here in 1301. The form of the
building is known after excavations only, but the original quality is mirrored by the stone
carvings survived (Atmann, 1994:143 VHH DOVR $OWRDW@)XQ DQG / YHL
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Figure 8. Ground plan of the Dominican nunnary of Magit-sziget (after Gylrky 1994)
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Figure 9. Ground plan of the Franciscan friary of Margit-sziget (after Locsy 1971)
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Figure 10. Ground plan of the Francican friary of Veszprém (after Altmann 1994)

In Hungary the best preserved examples of this type can be found in the western part of
the country. One of them is situated in the main square of Sopron. This strange topographical
disposition can be explained by the history of the town (Sz&idsan, 209; Jankéet al,

2010). Originally the castle area was reserved for the county administration and the civil
population lived in front of the gates with their parish church. After the Tartar invasion, the
king settled the people inside the castle whereva main square was established. While the
original parish church remained outside of the walls, the new ecclesiastical centre of the town
became the recently founded Franciscan friary. The church has aatblet nave and a
polygonal sanctuary, dating ta. 1280. Recent restorations revealed the fine quality of its
High Gothic stone carvings (Nemes, 2009).

Another contemporaneous example can be found in the near town of Pozsony (modern
Bratislava in Slovakia). Here the town was founded in the vicidith@royal castle; even the
parish church is built nearby to it (Baxa and Ferus, 1991). The Franciscan friary is not far
from the walls of the town, however, it is equally close to the main square and the town hall.
The church, although with later addit® and modifications, still preserves its original single
nave and polygonal sanctuary. Even the vaulting of the sanctuary is original with nicely
carved keystones (Burar2003: 622624). The polygonal arrangement of the sanctuary
became soon widespread afl over the country. One of the easternmost examples is the
JUDQFLVFDQ IULDU\ RI %9HV]WHUFH LQ 7UDQV\OYDQLD WR(
built by a local workshop in the middle of the 13th century using an Early Gothic repertoire
(Rostas1998). This is especially visible in the choir which was recently redecorated in order
to fit to the liturgical requirements of the Romanian Orthodox Church.
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Figure 13.Ground plan and interior of Franciscan friary of Besztercegafter Rostas 1998photo author)
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Our last example is taken from the northgent of the medieval Hungarian Kingdom.
7KH WRZQ RI / FVH /HYRpPpD LQ PRGHUQ 60ORYDNLD ZDV RQH
6D[RQ SHRSOH LQ WKH =LSV 6]HSHV 6SLa UHJLRQ ,W ZD!'
1245. The ground plan is classiowith its walls, main square, centrally positioned parish
church and town hall (Margsi987: 52 and 3:815). The Franciscan friary, founded in 1309
by one of the leading aristocrats of the country, was built near to the town walls. This is a
well-preseved structure with smaller modifications of the Baroque period. The nave -s tree
aisled, the sanctuary is polygonal. A single tower is added to the western facade, most
probably as part of the overall defence system of the town. The details are verg: simpl
neither the portal, nor the sacristy has carved capitals. These forms are usually associated with
the contemporaneous Austrian mendicant architecture (Md@87: 315; Buran, 2003: 628
629; Pomfyova, 2009). It seems that by the early 14th centurmnéimelicant architecture in
Hungary was comparable to the contemporary Western European tendencies: urban
topography and reduced Gothic decoration forms both tell about an integration process
basicaly ended.

Figure 14 / FVH JURXQG SO DQ003) enbHsduthofxddde @f the Franciscan churcfphoto
author)
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O convento de S. Domingos e o plano urbano do Porto entre os
séculos Xl e XVI

José Ferrao Afonsgt9Escoladas Artes da UCP/CRP
jafonso@porto.ucp.pt

Resumo: Esta comunicacdo sintetiza o papel de primeiro plano que os Dominicanos
desempenharam na formatagdo da paisagem urbana do Porto entre os séculos Xlll e XVI,
tema que é um dos principais da nossa tese de doutoramento recentemente publicada (Afonso
2013).

Palavras-chave Porto, conveto de S. Domingos, plano urbano

Abstract: This paper summarizes the key role that the Dominicans have played in shaping the
urban landscape of Porto between the thirteenth and seventeenth centuries, a topic that is a
leading $sue to our recently published doctoral thesis (Afonso, 2013).

Keywords: Porto,Dominicans religious houses, urban plan

A morada

A cidade da Alta Idade Média identificca® com o0 seu proprio simbolo. Para a tradicdo
neoplatdnica, que dominou o panoracwdtural do Ocidente cristdo até ao século Xlll, ndo
existia uma cidade, mas «a cidade», ou Jerusaléem Celeste. O Porto romanico, abrigado atras
do seu anel de muralhas, que o bispo D. Hugo e os seus sucessores imediatos desenvolverdao a
partir de 1120, comngava dessa identificagdo tida como objectiva e universal. Porém, os
progressos demograficos e econdmicos, associados as transformacdes politicas e religiosas,
comecardo a questionar, sobretudo apdés a crise de1P190) esse espaco absoluto e
teoldgico. & principais agentes da transformacdo serdo os Mendicantes, chegados ao Porto
na terceira década do século Xlll, que se estabeleceram no extremo poente da cintura
periférica de hortas, a ocidente da acrépole romanica amuralhada da Penaventosa, que
ocupavao trecho inferior do vale de umwhte do Douro, o rio da Vila i1).

Um escritor medievalsuilherme de SairPathus distinguiu no século Xlll dois aspectos
da existéncia humana: a cavalgaa morada (Zumthor, 1993:37%e @s Franciscanos
serviabem a primeira, os Dominicanos identificavam com a segunda e essa atribuicao
espelha bem o papel muito mais institucional que estes ultimos desempenharam no Porto.
Desse modoa narrativa de Frei Luis de Sousa sobre a fundacdo dominicana, ao contrério d
relato de Frei Manuel da Esperanca sobre o vizinho estabelecimento franciscano, é plena de
referéncias a aspectos construtivos, a obras, a materiais e a azafama dos mestres (Sousa, 1977:
vol. 1, 307).

10 Doutorado em Teoria e Histéria da Arquitectura pela Escola Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Barcelona, Professor
auxiliar da Escola das Artes da UCP/CRP, investigador integrado da linha de Estudos e Conservacédo do Patriménio Cultural
do CITAR e do Cemb de Estudos de Arquitecturae Urbanismo, Faculdade de Arquitectura, Universidade do Porto.




Os Dominicanos foram chamados pelo bispo do Portddro Salvadores, que em 1237
enviou ao Capitulo de Burgos um convite para a sua instalacdo na cidade. O local escolhido
foi o vale do rio da Vila, perto e a ocidente da Porta do Souto, depois chamada Porta de
Santana. Ai, duas vias que subiam do rio, pnoaeniente da ermida de S. Nicolau, a outra
um pouco a poente desta, cruzavsancom a estrada que, oriunda da costa, se dirigia para
Valongo e Lamego apés percorrer a cidade amuralkbbasse local, segundo Frei Luis de
Sousa, existiam ja construcdoe®«dn bono loco Ecllesiam consecratam cum domibus in
guadro ad modum claustri constructis, & spatium satis latum ad habendum hortum, & ad
RIILFLQDV DOLDV FRQVWUXHQGDV«& B6RXVD YRO

A situacdo do convento dominicano resumia 0s percursositcaessavam o vale. Ela
era rica em termos de dominio da paisagem, dos seus acidentes geograficos e da sua rede
viaria. Estava, também, proxima da cidade episcopal e do rio da Vila, o que favorecia a
componente institucional. O possivel dano causadorpétivo afastamento do Douro seria
rapidamente contornado, pois os frades, através de compras e doagdes expandiram a sua cerca
para sul, até atingir as proximidades da ermida de S. Nicolau, junto da m& . se
pode esquecer, porém, que a localizafi@®dois conventos mendicantes e das suas cercas foi
condicionada pelo senhorio episcomalntribuindo para determinar os limites administrativos
da «Civitate eclesiastica do século Xlll, em que se baseara o tracado da muralha goética
erguida no séculceguinte. A poente dos Franciscanos e Dominicanos s#edviragaia, ja
fora desses limites, que contemporaneamente se constituiu em péfiggulial® A instalacdo
mendicante ocorreu, por conseguinte, num momento em que deeonea divisdo
administratia e sacramental do territério urbano, para cujo arranque contribuiu, de forma
decisiva, a implementacdo de uma fiscalidade mais eficaz e a divisdo de propriedades entre
Mitra e Cabido ocorrida c. 1200.

Ultrapassados os primeiros confrontos com a autcgidsehhorial, os Dominicanos
consolidaranse territorialmente e iniciaram a construcdo do seu convento. Uma ordem, dada
em 1249 pelo bispo ao Cabido, acusa este de negligéncia nas suas fungbes paroquiais e
determina a colocacdo de um capeldao na ermida dBi&®lau, junto dos conventos
mendicantes (Grave e Almeida, 1924: B8i3). Essa determinacdo elucdas acerca dos
motivos principais da sua instalagdo na cidade, situagdo recorrente nos centros urbanos
europeus da primeira metade de Duzentos. Na verdaddero secular tradicional nao
conseguia acompanhar, nem a explosdo demografica, nem as novas exigéncias espirituais dos
habitantes citadinos. Estas derivaram do desenvolvimento de novas actividades e condicoes
de vida que, se ndo eram completamentea®decidas anteriormente, seriam pelo menos
praticadas por um numero extremamente reduzido de pessoas. Entre estes ultimos

LA estrada era, muito provavelmente, uma antiga via romana. Oriunda do interior norte, entrava na cerca romanica, depois
de passar pela fortaleza de Vandoma, \Mgdowla Estrada e a ermida podnanica de Santo lldefonso, pela porta de
Vandoma. No interior da cerca romanica desigeeuna Baixa ldade Média, rua do Redemoinho e rua das Aldas; saia da
zona baixa da cerca pela Porta do Souto, depois designada dea®garapns atravessar o vale do rio da Vila, bordejando o
convento de S. Domingose a ermida que o precedeusubia a colina do Olival pela designada calgcada de S. Domingos.
Depois de ultrapassar o ponto onde, no século X1V, se abrira o postigo daed/idau nova muralha gética, contornava o

vale do rio Frio em Miragaia para se unir, no actual largo do Viriato, com outra via romana, que arrancava da margem do
Douro na calgcada de Monchique. Prosseguia para ocidente pela rua de-Bare e depois pdviassarelos, Arrabida,

Lordelo, Matosinhos e Vila do Conde (fig.1).

2 Arquivo Distrital do Porto, Convento de S&o Domind§&,9/7-16, /LY UR G R ) Rilsl R @ ss: ¢a@ud Barbosa, 1995:

37).

13No Censual do Cabido refese Miragaia como sendo ugsububium» situado para la dos limites da «civitate» episcopal
(apud Ferreira, 1923: vol.l, 24&m 1257 existia j& uma paréquia de Mirag&@antos, 1973: 49).
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salientavanse, no Porto, os mesteres e mercadores; a ocidente da cidade episcopal, a sua
primeira zona de fixacdo extramuros tedogrecisamente a margem esquerda do rio da Vila

e a ribeira do Douro, bem perto do raio de ac¢do de S. Domingos. E, portanto, sem surpresa
gue constatamos que a primeira rua documentada (1247) na area extramuros e no sopé poente
da encosta da Penaventésde artesaos. Chamea «Fferrays», dos ferreiros ou ferrarias, e

corria junto do rio da Via e do convento dominicano (figlt).

— Roma ao século XI1

Século XII-XIIT

Cerca do convento de S. Domingos
Cerca do convento de S. Francisco

Escala ssbo
e A S— - bt — — —"

1 -*Vila Nova” de Miragaia 13 - Cidade Episcopal

2 - lgreja de S. Pedro de Miragaia 14 - Barredo ¢ Forno dos Gafos
3 - Minhota e Banhos 15- Lada

4 - Redondela 16 - Muralha

5 - Convento de S. Francisco 17 - Sé

6 -S. Nicolau 18 - Porta de Vandoma

7 - Convento de S. Domingos 19 - Rua das Eiras ¢ Cividade
8 - Hospital de Rocamador 20 - Igreja de Santo Ildefonso
9 - Ribeira 21 - Castelo de Gaia

10 - Porta do Souto
11 - Rua Ferrays
12- Rua do Souto

Figura 1. A rede viaria e os convents mendicantes (século XiKIIl)

O «Bem Comum»» e o plano urbano

Esses primeirosinais documentados da expansao urbana para o vale do rio da Vila acelerar
sedo ao longo do século. No inicio de Trezentos multipliseras noticias de avangos para a
zona ribeirinha, entre S. Nicolau, o Barredo e a Lada. Eles sdo indissociaveis déa criac
daquele que foi 0 eixo viario mais importante da cidade medieval, que designamos por rua
«Direita». Sucessivos trogcos integraram o seu ramal principal que, desde o planalto oriental,
contornando radialmente a cidade episcopal, se dirigiu a Ribeirdewo; no seguimento

das mais antigas ruas de Cimo de Vila, Cha, e Eiras, a oriente da cidade roméaniese criam

4 Depois designada por rua de «Fferrarii@296). Segundo Magalhdes Basto, esta rua seratemdis designada por
Bainharia e também rua de «Fabris» (Basto, 1962: 143). E, contudo, mais provavel que o seu tragado original fosse a poente
dessa via, correspondendo a actual Viela do Anjo.
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entdo as ruas Escura, da Bainharia e dos Mercad®téms segundo ramal desenvo lves ia
a partir desse; arrancando da Cruz do Souto, em continuidade axial com a rua Escura,
atravessou o vale do rio da Vila e galgou a colina do Olival, atingindo no planaltcagiagstr
de Braga e Via do Condeigfl). 16

Com a rua Direita, o mercado, originalmente conotado com o poder senhorial
eclesiastico, desceu da colina da Penaventosa, apagamtinsagrado; a estatica «Civitate»
episcopal ganhou um dinamismo que acompanhou o desenvolvimento econdémico e as
transformades culturais e politicas. Essa via foi de mesteres e de mercadores; sobretudo estes
ultimos formardo uma elite urbana que encontrard nos Dominicanos 0s seus idedlogos e
aliados preferenciais. A rua, e a paisagem urbana a que se associou, serao iredssdeciav
um acentuar, lento mas inexoravel, da decadéncia do senhorio episcopal e, nhum segundo
momento, da entrada em forca na cidade de um novo protagonista urbano: a Coroa.

A nova estrutura viaria alteraria a organizacéo espacial da «Civitate» episcwoadda
na sacralidade de uma rede de pequenos nlcleos, agregada em torno de ermidas e dos seus
«cemiteriae» que, por sua vez, se estruturara numa relacdo proxima com as antigas vias
romanas territoriais de longo e médio alcance: S. Nicolau, Miragaito 8defonso, a Sét
antecedida por uma ermida p@manica ta «ecllesia» que precedeu, no vale do rio da Vila,
o convento de S. Domingos e a de S. Miguel, bordejando a também romana estrada de Braga.
As suas articulagbes de proximidade formardo uma oapdaridade urbana e, com esta, a
ubiquidade universal da acrépole da Penaventosa cedeu o lugar a um <entrs
materializado no activo e operoso convento dominicano que a rua Direita bordejava e, a partir
do inicio do século XIV (apenas em 1320y gxemplo, os Dominicanos concluirdo o seu
convento) assistiremos a uma significativa desencriptacdo do simbolo e, com ela, do espaco
absoluto da cidade do senhorio episcopal.

Nessa transformacdo desempenharia importante papel a nova ideologia urbada base
no «Bem Comum», fundamentada em Aristételes e aperfeicoada por Tomas de Aquino e 0s
seus discipulosQuando o vigario episcopal tentou impedir a construgcdo do alpendre
dominicano em 1320, os frades retorquithmn que a obra se fazia para «proveito da
cidade»t’ Este é sindbnimo do «Bem Comum» que o Concelho invocaria pouco depois, no
ano de 1331, em relagdo a necessidade de urbanizar o Olival. O lento emergir de uma nova
paisagem urbana, com a plenitude de significados morfoldégicos, sociais, estcaBgefi

15 A rua Escura é referida como rua Nova em 1300; a rua dosalitess é pela primeira vez documentalmente mencionada

HP FRP D GHVLIJQDomR GH 3UXD SHU KX XDP D 5LEHLUD” %DVWR YRO ,
18 A via romana que unia Lisboa a Braga, mencionada no Itinerario de Antonino, datava, provavelmente, da época de
Adriano. Passava por Coimbra e atravessava o Douro no Castelo de Gaia, no local onde hoje se encontra o Senhor da Boa
Passagem. Na margem fronteira, o principal local de amaragem das barcas era Monchique de Miragaia, de onde a via subia o
designado Monte dos Jewk até alcancar o percurso da actual rua dos Martires da Liberdade. Da ermida de S. Nicolau partia
um ramal dela que, galgando Belmonte entre as cercas dos conventos mendicantes e, depois, o Olival, prosseguia pela
«Karraria antiqua»tposteriormente a eude Cedofeitatpara o Ave, cruzandse com a anterior junto do actual largo de

Carlos Alberto. Santo lldefonso, a Sé e S. Domingos eram bordejados, como se referiu, pela estrada Vila do
Conde/M atosinhos/Lordelo/Penafiel que se articulava, em M assa@iosima outra via de acesso ao Ave, provavelmente a

«Via Veteris». Esta unise com a «Karraria», depois de passar junto da Colegiada de Cedofeita, no Padrdo da Légua e, no
Olival, cruzavase com a carreira proveniente de S. Nicolau, perto do extiremoeptze@alcada de S. Domingos, depois de,

no local onde se erguerd no século Xlll o convento mendicante, bordejar uma outra antiga ermida. Finalmente, da Porta de
Vandoma da muralha roméanica partia a estrada de Alfena/Guimarées pelo percurso que, aargsade &laixio designado

«portu de Carrossse designou rua de Carros; um outro percurso, que confinava a poente com a cerca de S. Domingos e mais
tarde se chamara rua das Congostas, ligava a essa estrada através do Souto (Afonso, 2013: 3 e ss. rBotaeaa v
LisboaBraga, a de Vila de Conde, a «Via Veteris» e a «Karraria» ver ainda (Almeida, 1988 : 1 e ss; Oliveira, 1973:

vol.l, 188 e ss; Freitas, 1950; Almeida, 1980).

17 A.D.P.,Convento de S. Domingd§/19/7-37, Colecccdo 99]. 543 (apudAfonso, 2013: 63)
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simbdlicos com que esta conotada e a que o convento de S&do Domingos esté associado, ndo se
pode dissociar dele. O novo plano urbano do século XIV também; ancorado em principios
tradicionais, como o circulo e a cruz, que informaram as formas singatisanas do inicio

da Baixa Idade Média e, apés elas, a geometria e os cordeamentos do urbanismo regulado,
tera em S. Domingos um epicentro de identidade social e valores cristdos. Esse nucleo
corporizouse na alianga dominicana com os homens do Concdéhque os Pregadores

serdo os grandes mentores; no grande alpgmdga de Sdo Domingos, adossado aos lados
norte e poente da igreja conventual, realizas@mmuitas das reuniées magnas de homens
bons, que pautaram diversos episédios dadaintra o sdmrio episcopal (i§. 2 e 3).

A zConvento de S. Domingos BtMuralhagdtica C +Postigo da Cordoaria D tPostigo de S. Miguel E
+Porta do Olival F *Judiaria G + Postigo de Alvaro Gongalves da Maia HtConvento de S. Francisco
| tRua Nova JtConvento de Santo Héi K+Porta da Ribeira L +Sé M tConvento de Santa Clara

Figura 3.0 Porto de cercade 1500 e o plano do século XV
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O século XV: ritual e espaco publico

O convento dominicano é a imagem petrificada do «Bem Comum» que a tradicdo teoldgica
dos finais da Idade Média identificou com a propria cidade; essa cidade tera, contudo, curta
duracdo. A efectiva entrada da Coroa no Porteeddm 1325, com a construgAlfandega

na Ribeira e o senhorio episcopal perde, na pratica, todos os seus poderes em 1343, logo apés
o Concelho ter obtido, em 1316 e 1331, a propriedade de incipientes, mas estratégicos
espacos publicos do senhorio episcopal. Entre eles sadenteOlival, muito importante

pelas varias vias de origem romana que por ai passavam e ai se cruzavam e a Ribeira, com 0s
seus rossios, de onde emergira a praca do mesmo nome, a mais importante da cidade no inicio
de Quatrocentos. A debilidade do Concelhorépg serd impotente para criar um espaco
publico consistente e o urbanismo regulado, mas ndo obrigatoriamente regular, que lhe esta
associado. Esse papel estara reservado a Coroa, que rapidamente integraria na sua Orbita a
elite urbana mercantii em que $mha apoiado para obter resultados contra o senhorio
episcopal; os Dominicanos entrardo entdo numa época de relativo ocaso, ja que, em
Quatrocentos, e com a nova dinastia de Avis, 0 protagonismo foi assumido pelos seus
vizinhos Franciscanos.

Os frades meores estdo associados a uma nova aristocracia urbana, constituida em parte
por oficiais da Coroa, que se miscigenou com 0s antigos mercadores para formar a cidade
aristocratica de Quatrocentos. Os Dominicanos procuraram também atrair essa nova elite;
surg assim, entre outras, a capela da Santissima Trindade, instituida em 1469 por Ferndo
Alvares Baldaia, mercador, financeiro e diplomata ligado & Coroa, num espaco fornecido
pelos frades (Freitas, 1939); (Sousa, 1984: 39). Ao comunitarismo horizontal eanende
Eiximenis sucedeu a verticalidade aristocratica de Arevalo e essa transformacéao teve efeitos
no plano urbano; a hierarquizada cidade quatrocentista criou, intramuros, trés unidades de
paisagem com nucleos de propriedade, componentes sociai@mazas, estratigrafias,
morfologias e significados bem diversos: a Ribeira com a rua Nova e a praga do mesmo
nome, o Olival com a Judiaria e a cidade oriental com o nucleo sagrado roméanico. Essa
cidade, hierarquizada e exclusiva, resultou directamentaddde do «Bem Comum» que a
antecedera. Desse modo, a muralha real que no século XIV circuitou o Porto decalcando o
perimetro da «civitate» episcopal do século anterior, as suas aberturas e os dois canventos
Santa Clara e Santo El&ique se ergueram rseu interior no século XV, dependeram ainda
do plano centrado em S. Domingos, forma de representacdo incipiente, mas agregadora. O
mesmo sucedeu, por exemplo com a Judiaria do Olival, criada em 1386 por D. Joéo | nas
proximidades do convento de S. DomingOsplano, porém, denotou uma tendéncia que se
acentuara no futuro: uma progressiva concentracdo de urbanidade no vale do rio da Vila e nas
suas encostas, com o consequeattteamento da cidade orientalig(B).

Cedo se pressentiu que a disfuncionalidadeclade necessitava de mais do que 0s
alinhamentos de um plano incipiente para se operacionalizar. Assim, 0S seus principais
agentes de agregacdo ndo serdo nem o arquitecto nem o urbanista: esse papel foi assumido
pelo ritual. A procissdo do Corpo de Deusja primeira noticia de realizacdo no Porto data
exactamente do reinado de D. Jodo | (1417) (Couto, 1936; Barros, 1993), contribuira para
identificar sociedade, morfologia e simbolo em torno de uma imagem sagrada e de uma
identificacdo urbana. Imagengadiquias tiveram relacdes intensamente significativas com os
espacos urbanos porque o seu deambular pela cidade em procissdes celebrava, como o plano
mendicante, a communitasy aproximando o espaco urbano do hom&multaneamente,
contribuiram para afiamacdo desse espaco como publico. Por outro lado, e ndo menos
importante, a sua capacidade de investir a cidade com significados cond@isooial e,
também, morfologicamente
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Muitas das questdes entre os mendicantes e o clero secular tinham giraatocedas
jurisdices pastoral e sacramental que enunciavam ja uma vontade de apropriacdo do espaco
urbano!® No final de uma época ou, se quisermos, no inicio de outra, as procissdes foram o
instrumento de afirmacdo de supremacias nesse espatim, a pmazia da Sé sobre os
outros estabelecimentos religiosos ndo poderia ser questionada: desse modo, 0s cOnhegos
exigiram que os Dominicanos, para percorrer a cidade de «cruz levantada», tivessem a sua
autorizacéo expressdParticularmente duro seria, em mea do século, o conflito acerca da
confraria de Jesus, que op6s o bispo e os conegos a S. Domingos, em que a capacidade dos
Pregadores produzirem uma procissao condigna foi posta em beusgdivro do Foral»do
convento de S. Domingos encori® umrelato bastante desenvolvido do conflito que faz
lembrar, pela sua violéncia, as disputas ocorridas quando da fundacdo do convento no século
Xlll e seria originada pela ereccdo, em 1432, de uma confraria de Jesus na igreja
dominicana®

A primeira metade doséculo XVI: as extensdes urbanas

Esses sé@o episdédios da enorme transformacao religiosa, social e urbana que levara a Sé a
assumir, no inicio da ldade Moderna, uma centralidade que o «Bem Comum» e o plano
urbano que originou tinham condensado em S. DominBecisiva para ela foi, em 1499, a
trasladacdo pelo bispo D. Diogo de Sousa do icone de S. Pantaledo, que guardava as reliquias
do santo martir, misteriosamente chegadas em 1453 ao arrabalde de Miragaia, para a sede
episcopal (Cunha, 1742: vols. Il, 188ovaes, 1913: vol. I, 223! Restabelecese, desse
modo, uma ordem «natural»: 0 percurso, de um ponto periférico para um lugar central e
definitivo, culminou exemplarmente o rito de passagem (Nascimento e Gomes, 1988:11)
iniciado em Constantinopla, deide de onde as reliquias eram supostamente originarias

A trasladacéo dos despojos do Santo Martir para a Sé ndo esta associada apenas a fixacao
de um novo centro urbano. Ela foi pegca essencial na producdo de um sistema cultural,
igualmente «central», convalores religiosos, simbolicos, ideolégicos e morfologicos
renovados. Esse sistema, que seria capaz de influenciar através do sagrado o comportamento
das populacdes, segue um modelo originalmente desenvataideRoma triunphansee
Nicolau V: a cidade do papas foi entdo reinventada segundo um conjunto de rituais,
renovacOes litirgicas e obras dirigidas ao espiritual e temporal, que seria coroado pela
afrmacdo da centralidade de S. Pedro do Vaticano.

18 No dltimo caso, salientase os diversos acordos efectuados, em relagéo a «quarta funeral» entre os Mendicantes do Porto

e 0 Cabido. No cartério deste Ultimo constam varias dessas concordias. A mais antiga data de 1320 e envolveu Franciscanos,
Dominicanose o rei D. Dinis, a quem os frades se tinham queixado de que a Sé nédo |lhes permitia dar sepultura nos seus
conventos. Como, porém, o papa determinara o contrario, 0 monarca ordenara ao bispo, por carta datada de 28 de Dezembro
de 1319, que ndo lhes pusessnbargos. O bispo e Cabido aceitaram entdo o designio papal e Franciscanos e Dominicanos
comprometerarse a pagathes a quarto funeral (A.D.P., Cabido, 16B&ro XXVII de Originais fl. 14). No mesmo ano, o

bispo e Cabido alcancariam uma sentencaafpuglava ambos os conventos a pagar a quantia dedera,(ibidem fl. 30)
(apudAfonso, 2013:228).

19A.D.P., Convento de Sdo Domingok/18/7 £82, Coleccdo 13fl.. 327 e ss. Millan da Costa indica que, em 1450, era
permitido que aos Dominicanos faz&eSURFLVVmMR H WUD]J]HUHP D FUX] OHYDQWDGD ©«TXDQGH
TXH HVWLYHVVHP SHOD GLWD FLGDGH«2 &RVWD

20 A questdo, porém, so viria a ser definitivamente resolvida em 26 de Maio de 1454 (A.D.P., Convento de S&o Domingos,
K/19/7-16, /LY UR G R ).FOWB 65X Millan da Costa registou detalhadamente este conflito (Costa3a839ss).

21 A historiografia recente ndo pGe, de uma forma geral, em causa essa trasladagdo; o mesmo, porém, ndo sucede
com a procisséo solem¢ravés da qual, segundo D. Rodrigo da Cunha e Pereira de Novais, ela se teria efetuado
(Machado, 2003Resendé¢ s/d.]; Afonso, 2013).
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Como em Roma, poderemos associar a intensa actividdoBnistica ocorrida na
primeira metade de Quinhentos no Porto a um ritualtraskatio»pantalaeonina. Ambas
foram instrumentais no programa empreendido pela Coroa, que contou com a participagcao
estreita da Igreja. Ambas serviram igualmente os objeadi#asma politica de representacao,
superadora das limitacdes de um aparelho estatal pouco eficaz que, mais do que motor, foi
frequentemente obstaculo ao projecto politico do Estado. A extensdo urbana, porém, centrou
se no vale do rio da Vila e no convedtmminicano que o dominava; ela sé foi possivel com a
colaboracédo dos Pregadores e contribuird para relancar de novo @ glaestntralidade do
convento (fg. 4).

.
NN
1 tRua Nova de S. Francisco 2tRua da Rosa 3+Rua Nova de S.Jodo 4Rua de Belmonte 5 +Rua
de S. Domingos, ou do Alpendre de S. Domingos #Rua da Ponte de S. Domingos e extremo norte da rua
das Congostas 7+Rua das Flores 8+Rua dos Canos 9+ Travessa da Vitéria 10 +Rua da Biquinha 11
+Rua da Ponte Nova 12+Viela do Feraz 13 +Rua da Porta Nova da Rua de Carros, ou Largo de S.
Bento 14 +Calcada dos Canos ou da Cividade 1%Rua Nova de S.Bento

A £S. Nicolau B +Convento de S. Francisco CzConvento de S.Domingos D +Misericordia E +
Convento de Santo H6i FtMosteiro de S.Bento da AvMaria G +Convento de Santa Clara

Figura 4.A extens&o urbana d primeira metade do século XVI

O desenvolvimento do culto pantaleonino serd acompanhado no Porto pela remodelacéo
e regularizagdo da praca do mercado diario da Ribeira, ordenada por D. Jo&o Il ap6és um
incéndio ocorrido em 1491. Seguidamente, D. Manuel mandaria abrir a rua de Belmonte,
entre S. Domingos e o padrdo do mesmo nome, em 1503, logo depois da sua passagem pela
cidade, atravessando a horta do convento dominicano. Essa seria a primeira de uma série de
intervencdes que incidiram sobre a antiga cintura periférica que era, maiorate,
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propriedade eclesiastica. Segswl a ligacdo de S. Domingos a zona ribeirinha, efectivada
através de um percurso que substituiu a antiga via que, de S. Nicolau, subia a encosta para a
calcada de S. Domingos. Esse trajecto incluiu dois arruamemiialmente designados rua

Nova de S. Francisco (c. 1520) e rua da Rosa, ou das Rosas (1523). A primeira, que atingia a
rua Nova joanina, abrige na devesa do convento franciscano, a segunda em terrenos da horta
dominicana.

A rua da Rosa, com inicioginte a portaria do convento dominicano, artictdepatravés
da ligacdo a uma outra via, a de S. Domingos. Esta foi loteada pelos dominicanos, a partir de
1514, entre a rua de Belmonte e o convento e artiesdocom o percurso de uma outra e
importante XD 3QRYD" D GH 6DQWD &DWDULQd2 par® MorjeDQ &taH vV
via uniu S. Domingos ao convento feminino beneditino de S. Bento danAnia, fundado
em 1518 numa zona de hortas e pomares propriedade da Mitra, no interior do Postigo de
Caros, nas proximidades da antiga passagem fluvialpdotwn de rriuo de Carros» da
estrada de Guimaraes. A rua das Flores, que articulou as duas colinas intramuros do Olival e
da Penaventosa e, simultaneamente, balancou a cidade para Norte, utilizascuitaa
topografica, semortogonal, que incluiu vias transversais e ruas de servigo. Integrara, assim,
no seu sistema periférico novos arruamentos como a Ponte Nova, a Calgcada dos Canos, ou da
Cividade e a rua de Carros, depois Nova de S. Bento, actudbrioureiro e pracas, caso do
largo de S. Domingos e da Cividade, ou de S. Bento.

O largo de S. Domingos, onde desembocava a rua das Flores, era em parte ocupado pelo
JUDQGH DOSHQGUH GRPLQLFDQR 6XSRUWDGR SRUaDUFDUL
frontaria da igreja conventual, voltada a poente. Na zona do alpendre a norte da igreja situava
se a capela sob arcos de Nossa Senhora das Neves, possivelmente uma torre anterior a
existéncia do convento, também erguida sobre um arco em que se masimaagem do
Cristo Crucificadé? e onde se instituiu em 1536 a confraria dos Mercad®t€s.alpendre
articulouse com a ponte de S. Domingos, que sobre o rio da Vila, fazia a ligacdo a antiga
cidade episcopal, e onde desde o século XV existia uma séx@icks de Judeus, atraves de
uma rua loteada pelos dominicanos a partir de 1514, a rua da Ponte de S. Domingos (1514);
seguiuse lhe o loteamento idéntico do troco superior da rua das Congostas, cujas margens
eram igualmente propriedade dominicana (c.)5@de descia até a rua Nova e a Ribeira. Na
rua da Ponte de S. Domingos e nas Congostas-sédar uma série de boticas, em boa parte
aforadas a cristaesovos, que fizeram desse local 0 mais importante centro comercial urbano
da cidade quinhentista. 30, no largo e alpendre, realizasa a feira semanal e, sob os arcos
efectuavanse muitas das reunides ou actos importantes do concelho. Por exemplo, os

22 ADP, Fundo Monastico, K/19/3, Convento de Sdo Domingo€oleccdo V fl. 360. Esta imagem seria, muito
provavelmentea que os dominicanos mandaram vir da Flandres, em 1448, para a confraria de Jesus (Afonso, 2013: 99).

235egundo o padre Xavier Coutinho, a confraria teria sido criada pelos homens de negécios e mareantes da cidade em 1516.
Cita ainda Sousa Viterbo qualude a existéncia do seu estatuto que datava de 1627. Possuia duas embarcacdes
«dalemagem», fundeados em Massarelos, que deviam rebocar as embarcagdes que entravam ou saiam da barra (apud
Coutinho, 1962: 319). Amandio Barros também alude a confrarissqgendo ele, recebia dos homens de negdcios do Porto

um vintém por cada caixa de agucar do Brasil descarregada na cidade, que se destinava a manutencdo dessa e de outras
obrigacdes. Adianta ainda que em 1556 os confrades assinaram um contrato com @ cn@rbomingos, passando a

reunirse numa capela adossada a norte do convento (Barros, 2004: vol. I, 113). A confraria, porém, deve datar apenas dessa
GDWD SRLV QR GRFXPHQWR UHIHULGR SRU $PkQGLR %DUURWiraty®d0EOLFDGR S
PHUFDGRUHYVY GD GLWD FLGDGH TXH KRUD QRYDPHQWH VH3IMTVIWEWX\R«2 $ ' 3
1556, Dezembro 4, fl. 34%pud Afonso, 2000: 103, 121e 189). A capela mencionada por Amandio Barros € a da Senhora

das Neves, nalpendre de S. Domingos e, no documento referido, a maior parte dos confrades mencionados sdo cristdos
novos: Dinis Eanes; Francisco Rodrigues, Gabriel Alvares, Anténio Barbalho, Bento Fernandes, Anténio e Tomas Nunes.




concertos fettos pelo Juiz dos Tombos, licenciado Jodo Dias para a realizacdo do Tombo dos
Bens da @lade a partir de 1534 foragfectuadas ai i@ 2 e 4)24

Ndo s6 o mosteiro de S. Bento da AWaria, mas todo o novo sistema viario que
integrou o plano manuelino de expansdo urbana, incluindo a rua de Belmonte, no sentido
lesteoeste e as da Ferraria, Basa e das Flores na direccdo neé bem como o seu
cruzamento frente a S. Domingos, se sobrepuseram as principais linhas de for¢a do plano do
século XIV. Ele continuaria a ser, desse modo, o mais poderoso elemento formativo da
paisagem urbana intramas em Quinhentos e a posicdo central de S. Domingos no plano
urbano seria de novo reforcada.

A imagem da cidade

Sera possivel dividir o século XVI portuense em dois periodos distintos, separados pela figura
do bispo carmelita Baltasar Limpo. No primeigaie abarca o reinado de D. Manuel e ainda a
primeira parte do governo do seu sucessor D. Jodo Ill, a cidade desers®expandige
através das urbanizagbes do vale do rio da Vila. Preoesgptambém, com o «Venturoso»,
em melhorar as condigbes davagabilidade e acessibilidade do Douro: cseua torre da
Marca num local, o Cristelo, onde existira ja um «almear» arabe, remeserpasqueiras,
construiuse um cais e introduzirase melhoramentos na porta da Ribeira, larg®w
importante eixo deescoamento formado pelas ruas Novas de S. Francisco, Rosa, Flores e
Canos que se articularam com as antigas vias de Braga, Via do Conde e Guimaraes.
Prosseguindo essa politica, o Porto ocigesia também, sobretudo através da iniciativa
do bispo de Visel. Miguel da Silva, da optimizacdo das suas saidas para o mar, 0 que
implicou a criacdo, na Foz do Douro, de um elaborado programa humanista, urbanistico e
arquitecténico, executado pelo arquitecto privativo de D. Miguel, Francisco de Cremona, apés
0 seuregresso a Portugal em 1526amizade de D. Miguel da Silva com os circulos cristdos
novos da cidade que, pouco a pouco, iam substituindo na actividade mercantil a antiga elite
patricia, cada vez mais associada ao modo de vida terratenente e rentiteeda, nntegra
se bem na sua politica construtiva e na demonstracdo de capacidade de iniciativa individual
que ela supd<E, na verdade, muito provavel que o Porto tenha sido prejudicado, no inicio do
século XVI, pela concentracdo do monopolio do coméuttimmarino em Lisboa, fendémeno
gque foi um dos temas fortes do desenvolvimento da cidade capital no Estado territorial no
inicio da Idade Moderna. Durante esse periodo, portanto, o trato maritimo internacional da
cidade atravessaria uma fase de readaptacéeformulacdo estratégica, o que implicaria a
criacdo de novos destinos para os seus navios. Nessas transformac¢des desempenhardo um
papel essencial os cristdngvos que, oriundos de Castela, aportaram ao Porto em 1491.
Simultaneamente, eles contribwirgara a crescente complexidade social da cidade, formando
um grupo importante, capaz de rivalizar em termos econémicos com uma elite urbana em que
eram visiveis sinais de crise. Com contactos internacionais facilitados, criaram companhias
comerciais podessas e participardo, primeiro no comércio com as ilhas portuguesas do
Atlantico, passo decisivo para a reanimagdo econdémica da cidade e, depois, numa segunda
fase posterior aos meados do século, para o Brasil, indias de Castela e Pfagdraselite
tradicional, ao entrar na dependéncia da Coroa, se associou a uma economia parasitaria, o

24 Arquivo Histérico Municipal do Pdo, n° 872, Livro 1.
%5 Sobre os cristdesovos portuenses, ver (Mea, 1997: passim). Sobre a sua participagdo na criacdo das redes transatlanticas
(Barros, 2004: passim).
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individualismo empresarial dos cristdnsvos colocaria a cidade no centro do universo
dindmico das redes urbanas. Sintomaticamente, serd em S. Domingos que os newss hom
de negocios criardo a confraria dos Mercadores, o que demonstra também a ambiguidade das
relagbes entre os frades e os judeus convertfgoactividades e sucessos dos Cristimas,

porém, contribuiriam reactivamente para a progressiva instituzagab e enquistamento do

lugar central, cultural, econdémico e social, a que atras aludimos.

No Porto das primeiras décadas de Quinhentos o crescimento demografico intensificou
se, a cidade expandag, mas as cisdes tornarammais evidentes. A vida pexsional fora
capaz de integrar e catalisar esses elementos, embora se notasse j4, ao longo das primeiras
décadas do século, que ninguém parecia saber ao certo qual o lugar destinado aos judeus
conversos no plano organicista. O mesmo nao sucedera, coafoddjr dos anos quarenta,
guando, apés a fundacédo do tribunal da Inquisicao, ele passou a estar perfeitamente definido.
As novagreocupacdes do Estado confessional cestrgdam entdo no selar das aberturas do
corpo mistico, expulsando dele lsréticos+o que, na época e lugar, significava os cristaos
novos, activos representantes do inovador e livre comércio atlarei¢@tando de conservar
todos os seus membros em boa ordem

A cidade fechavae sobre si mesma e um importante sinal déssaformacgéo foi
emitido pelo ritual, traduzindee na alteracéo do percurso da mais importante procisséao, a de
«Corpus Christi». O seu trajecto tradicional mantivera aberta a cidade medieval dos
mercadores, ja que ia, alternadamente, a S. Pedro de Mlimdganto Ildefonso, as duas
ermidas préomanicas fora de muros. Todavia, a partir de 1559/1560 o percurso sera
restringido a um circulo no interior da cerca, com partida e chegada da Sé e incidéncia
particular na antiga cintura periférica ocidental ddevdo rio da Vila com passagem
obrigatéria pelos conventos mendicantes.

A ordem real de 1560, que ordenou a restricdo da procissdo de «Corpus» ao interior da
muralha, obedeceu a vontade de formatacdo de uma imagem urbana, com a consequente
dicotomiageografica, politica, social e de significados entre exterior e interior de muros. Foi
também capaz de formalizar uma «anima urbis», similar aquela que Nicolau V tinha
concretizado em Roma cerca de um século antes, jA que o0 percurso processional abarcou
guase exclusivamente o vale do rio da Vila, as suas vias, incluindo as urbanizagbes
manuelinas e os mercados historicos da cidade, principalmente a Ribeira e S. Domingos.
Simultaneamente, contribuiu para a agregacéo, vertical e hierarquica do tecidorbagia) u
no que sera complementado pela criagdo das novas freguesiasnmites em 1583 (Silva,

1984).

O ritual do «Corpus Christi» construia uma narrativa candnica sobre o Porto. O seu
objectivo foi a producdo de uma area «publica» e «pura» do Porta;oqnaeadiu, grosso
modo, com a antiga cintura periférica mendicante e a incidéncia ritual contribuiria para a sua
clarificacdo no proprio espago intrauros. Porém, essa «anima urbis» ndo seria
completamente formalizada sem o caracter representativo stadenda arquitectura. Os
grandes responsaveis pelo despoletar dessa operacao seriam os Jesuitas.

A Companhia de Jesus, que chegou ao Porto em 1560, foi dos principais motores da
«cristianizagdo» contreeformista e compreendeu bem a licdo de Albertieedeu a cidade
como um palco profundamente ritualizado, capaz de catalisar as possibilidades
representativas da arquitectura. Como os Mendicantes cerca de trés séculos e meio antes, o
seu magistério centresed num pertinaz trabalho de proselitismo esinisacdo urbana. A
sua concepcao da cidade como um teatro sagrado e, por conseguinte, socemage que
se deviam simultaneamente sintetizar as representacdes da procissdo e da pregacdao,
dificiimente se coadunava com apertado e claustrofdbico cenériBadredo, junto da
Ribeira, em que os Apéstolos, chefiados por S. Francisco de Borja, se insttBasto
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1941) Rapidamente se transfeririam (1573) para nova localizacdo na elevada plataforma das
Aldas, na colina da Penaventosa, junto da Sé. Paradeléeforcar a ideia de obediéncia, um

dos conceitos fulcrais do pensamento de Inacio, a nova localizacdo reunia as condices ideais
para a cenografia urbana de caracter histérico a que a Companhia almejava. Nela, a
arquitectura era o elemento final de urleamga cadeia, cujos elos foram os diversos
componentes, formais, historicos e simbdlicos da paisagem urbana.

S. Lourengo dominou o vale do rio de Vila, embora submetsadbierarquicamente,
num contraposto criador de tensdo, mas ndo de desarmoniaRap®Eamente, dois outros
estabelecimentos de ordens reformadas |lhe seguiriam as pisadas: S. Jodo Novo (f. 1593), e S.
Bento da Vitdria (f. 1598), este recortarsk, em escorco frontal, no alto da colina da antiga
Judiaria, face a face com a catedral. Gngipio classico de uma harmonia viva,
arbitrariamente formada, parece ter presidido a essa disposicéo, subordinada iecs&@mi
em torno da Sé e do antigo vale mendicante (fig. 5).

O pensamento analdgico, de longa tradicdo na cultura ocidental, de Ambrésio a Tomas de
Aquino e de Escoto Eurigena a Santo Agostinho (Tafuri, 1992:31), concorreu para o renovado
plano do vale do rio da Vila, mas a presenca das enormes massas arquitedté@nmoceva
Casa da Relacéo seria erguida junto ao mosteiro beneditino a partir det hivfestava
também a ubiquidade da Igreja e do Estado. A sua transparéncia, convencionalmente
iconografica e representativa, resultou da politica de consenso eadergacial em torno do
Estado confessional, implementada ap6s meados do século por D. Joae ldemarcou
ritualmente a &nima urbisp a estruturou e enquadrou verticalmente através da divisdo
paroquial e a selou pela ritualizada metafora organicisgirfiado da representacdo, porém,
tinhase iniciado bem antes no vale: a centralidade dominicana desencriptara 0 espaco
simbdlico absoluto no idealdo Bem Comum; a Ribeira e a Judiaria joaninas fragmemgaram
no exclusivo urbanismo regulado e as extensbesfoldgica e socialmente hierarquizadas de
D. Manuel, iniciaram a sua sistematizacdo moderna.

No inicio do século XVII, a imagem devia saltar do quadro (Foucault, 2005:64). A
penumbra em que mergulharam a cidade oriental da estrada de Penafielbbaldemrfara
sobressair a clareza pura do acanhado vale mendicante. Cadhquitdu assim a fachada, no
sentido pleno déacies,que acompanharia a cidade laago de toda a Idade Moderna e, no
centro delacomo afirma Frei Luis de Soudagalizavase S.Domingos:

«3RUTXH FRPR D FLGDGH HVWiI VLWXDGD HP OXJDU GHS
PHLR H FRPR QR FRUDomR GYfHOOD QmR Ki OXJDU PDLV
negociantes, juntandse lhe a comodidade da Igreja, e 0 amparo, que ondfigeeda pera o
6RO H [sbRsB,«977: vol. |, 32QkFig. 6).
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- Convento de S. Jodao Novo.

- Mosteiro de S. Bento da Vitoria.
- Colégio de S. Lourengo.

- Convento de S. Francisco.

- Convento de S. Domingos.

- Sé.

- Paco do Concelho.

- Convento de St* Clara.

- Mosteiro de S. Bento da Avé-Maria.
0 - Convento de St° Elo6i.

Figura 5.A anima urbis
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Figura 6.A face da cidade (grawra de Tedoro de Sousa Maldonado, 1789)
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El papel de los conjuntos conventuales en la renovacion urbana de
Palermo en la época de la Contrarreforma

Stefano Piazza Department oArchitecture, University of Palermo, Italy
Stefano.piazza@unipa.it

Resumen:En una ciudad como Palermo, la antigua capital del Reino de Sicilia, el efecto de
los nuevos complejos religiosos nacidos depdditica catdlica de la Contrarreforma, fue
repentino y explosivo, y causo, entre la segunda mitad del siglo XVI y la primera del siglo
XVII, un proceso de renovacion urbana nunca antes visto. El articulo pretende analizar, en
primer lugar, las intervenci@s arquitectdnicas desde el punto de vista cuantitativo, para tener

la real dimensién del fendmeno y del papel que han desempefiado en la destruccion de la
ciudad medieval y en la creacion de la moderna, desencadenando un continuo estado de
conflicto entre los nuevos asentamientos religiosos y los propietarios de los edificios
cercanos. Dentro de este planteamiento general, el articulo también sefiala las principales
dinamicas sociales y politicas asociadas a los notables programas arquitectonicos y a sus
financiadores. Dentro de este ambito, cinco temas principales han sido identificados: 1) la
autoridad de gobierno representado por el virrey; 2) la autoridad religiosa representada por el
obispo; 3) la autoridad municipal representada por el Senado; 4dldagsa nobleza feudal

del Parlamento de Sicilia; 5) la clase rica, compuesta por funcionarios, profesionales y
comerciantes ricos.

Palabras clave:Contrarreformaconventos, transformaciones urbanas, Palermo, siglos XVI
XVII .

Abstract: In a city like Palemo, ancient capital of the Reign of Sicily, the effect of new
religious complexes born from the catholic politic of the CouReformation, was sudden

and explosive, and it caused, between the second half of theebBury and the first of the

17" certury, a process of urban renewal never seen before. The essay means to analyze, first
of all, the architectural interventions from a quantitative point of view, so to render the real
dimension of the phenomenon and of the role it played in the destrodtibe medieval city

and the creation of the modern one, triggering un uninterrupted state of conflict between the
new religious settlements and the owners of the near buildings. Within this general approach,
the essay also drawhe main social and polttal dynamics associated with the remarkable
architectural programs and their financievéithin this sphere, five main subjects have been
identified: 1) the governing authority represented by the viceroy; 2) the religious authority

lStefanoPiazza(PaIermo, VLQFH LV $VVRFLDWH 3URLMANAFRVUX B H 3 DLW WRKUH 8RQ LVUHRKV L\

He is carrying out an intense research activity, mainly concerning the architecture between the 17th and the 18th eentury. Th

results of his activity have been divulged in a number of essays and monographs, eseteg & international congresses,

LQFOXGLQJ WKH PRVW UHFHQW RQHV 3'LEXMDU ODV DUWHYV DS@lirbGDV"~ &RQI
S3UFTXLWHFWRY \ DUTXLWHFWXUD HQ (VSDxD H ,WIBsOdeDnvesfiga®idh HGDG PR

(Uninersidad Complutense de Madrid-28 sep. 2013). In 2012 he was one of the organizers of the International Congress

"Libri, incisioni e immagini di architettura come fonti per il progetto in Italia (XX secolo), (Parma 118 sep 2012). He

ZDV WKH RUJDQL]JHU RI WKH PXOWLPHGLD H[KLELW ¢566LFLOBDOBHHIPR LFHUDPp

20/4/2013).
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represented by the bigho3) the municipal authority represented by the Senate; 4) the
powerful feudal nobility of the Sicilian Parliament; 5) the wealthy class, made up of officers,
professionals and rich merchants.

Keywords: CounterReformation,religious housesurban transformationsRalermo, XVi
XVII century.

La investigacion que aqui se presenta, de manera parcial y sintética, se ha desarrollado
siguiendo tres fines prioritarios relacionados entre elas.

1) En primer lugar: Estudiar el fendmeno de los &smientos conventuales fundados o
refundados en la edad de la Contrarreforma desde el punto de vista cuantitativo, cuestion que,
hasta hoy, no ha sido adecuadamente afrontada por la historiografia dedicada a Palermo,
frente ala abundancia de estudios satada complejo conventual.

Por cuanto los censos se han visto a menudo con desconfianza dentro de los estudios de
historia de la arquitectura ya que son considerados, en muchos casos con razon, como
procedimientos mecanicos e inertes por parte deitecacr en este caso especifico, una
detallada cuantificacion de los asentamientos conventuales, que tenga en cuenta el numero de
conjuntos conventuales y su verdadera dimension, resulta, desde nuestra opinion, un enfoque
analitico imprescindible, porque da Unica manera de evidenciar la verdadera dimension del
fenbmeno y sus consecuencias sobre la ordenacion urbana y social de la ciudad. El esfuerzo
inicial se ha dirigido, por lo tanto, a la clarificacion de la mdusdoria del fenomeno, en su
totaldad, dejando de lado la miehistoria de cada obra.

2) En segundo lugar: estudiar a los principales protagonistas de la actividad constructiva,
por un lado las corporaciones religiosas promotoras y, por otro lado, la sociedad civil
involucrada en el cambide estructura socipolitica de la capital del reino de Sicilia entre el
Quinientos y el Seiscientos.

3) El tercer objetivo, que ha resultado el mas diffuirque esta basado en instrumentos
analiticos complejos y diferentes respecto a los utilizasholes dos puntos precedenidsa
consistido en estudiar las principales problematicas y los conflictos derivados de la actividad
constructiva (expropiaciones forzosas, la dificil convivencia con el pueblo laico vy el
enfrentamiento entre ordenes religisk

Considerando el estado de profunda transformacién sufrido por los conjuntos
conventuales en el curso de los siglos XIX y XX vy la total o parcial destruccion de muchos de
ellos, para hacer frente a las cuestiones referidas a los datos cronolégicmencas, un
instrumento de estudio fundamental ha sido la obra manuscrita de Antonino Mongitore (1663

WLWXODGTML.VWRULD VDFUD GL WXWWH OH FKLHVH FRQ)
pii della citta di Palermd 2 donde el erudito paleritano anoté todas las noticias que tenian
que ver con las fundaciones, los financiadores y las principales fases constructivas de las
instituciones religiosas existentes en la ciudad en torno a 1740 (excepto las iglesias
parroquiales, los oratorios y laglasias de las cofradias y las corporaciones laicas). Estos
datos han sido posteriormente confrontados con las cartografias historicas (hasta el catastro
borbdénico de 1877) y, donde se encontraban disponibles, con los estudios archivisticos
desarrollados abre cada conjunto conventual. El texto de Mongitore, en realidad, ha

2 El manuscrito esta conservado en la biblioteca comunal de Palermo. El tercer y cuarto volumen (Qq E5 &l &),
a la historia de los regulares masculinos han sido integralmente publicados en 2009 en una edicién critica coordinada por
Francesco Lo Piccolo (Mongitore, 2009).
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resultado en muchos casos excesivamente incompleto e impreciso pero no obstante, fiable en
Su conjunto.

A excepcion de las fundaciones de breve duracion y de todos los conjuntos ualege nt
extramuros, han sido examinadas 80 instituciones religiosas existentes a mediados del siglo
XVIII dentro de las murallas de la ciudad, divididas de la siguiente manera: 43 conventos
masculinos, 21 femeninos, 13 hospicios y obras pias para los gabrastituciones para la
educaciéon femenina (colegios de Maria o similares). Confrontando las fechas de fundacion
originarias, de estas, 19 fueron fundadas en época medieval, entre el siglo Xll y el siglo XV,
solo 5 instituciones conventuales, con fidadl caritativa (filantrépica) y de poca relevancia,
fueron fundadas, en cambio, durante la primera mitad del Setecientos.

Los restantes 56 conventos fueron por lo tanto fundados entre el Quinientos y el
Seiscientos, siguiendo una cronologia poco homagéswo 5 en los primeros 40 afios del
siglo XVI, 8 en la segunda mitad del Seiscientos (desde 1648 hasta 1700) y 42 entre el 1542 y
el 1644. En este ultimo periodo, ademds, tenemos noticias fehacientes de intervenciones
sustanciales de ampliaciones y restouccionesex novode por lo menos 11 de las 19
fundaciones medievales. Podemos por lo tanto afirmar que de las 80 instituciones religiosas
existentes en la capital del reino de Sicilia a mediados del siglo XVIIl, todas las principales y
alrededor del 70% del total fueronnfladas o refundadas en los cien afios siguientes al
comienzo del Conciio de Trento (1545%63).

Los datos numéricos y cronoldgicos de cierta relevancia, han sido posteriormente
asociados a los datos dimensionales, llegando a resultados atun mas sigsifiBgmontarse
con precision a las extensiones reales de los conventos en términos de superficie ocupada es
una operacion practicamente imposible, visto que muchos de los edificios originarios mas
relevantes han sido destruidos o modificados y muchatasianstituciones menores se
extendian dentro del tejido de la ciudad sin un disefio arquitecténico preciso, configurandose
mas bien como un conglomerado de casas.

Sin embargo, en base a los datos hasta hoy recogidos, podemos estimar que en el periodo
de naxima actividad estudiado, en torno al 25% del tejido urbano construido de la ciudad fue
demolido y reconstruideex nov@ara dejar espacio a las estructuras conventuales (Figura 1).

Los conjuntos mas grandes y actualmente integros, como aquellos deultss)(Figura
2), Dominicos, Franciscanos (Figura 3) y Teatinos (Figura 4), nos dan una idea clara de la
accion destructiva ejercida sobre las construcciones preexistentes, a través de la adquisicién
sistematica y de la demolicion de unidades inmolieamas pequefias, o a través del cierre,
por concesidn del Senado, de pequefias calles que obstaculizaban la expansion de nuevas
manzanas. Uno de los casos mas emblematicos fue la construccion del gran conjunto de la
Casa Professde los Jesuitas (Figura B)ue (entre 1553 y los primeros afios del Seiscientos)
englobd un barrio entero, destruyendo seis pequefias iglesias preexistentes (Ruggieri Tricoli,
2001).
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Figura 1. Plano de Palermo, en verde estan evidenciados los principales conjuntos conventuagistentes
en el sigloXVIl

El efecto total fue por lo tanto una renovacion urbana colosal y radical, que no parecia
tener parangon en la historia de la ciudad.

Una actividad constructiva tan imponente, crea una serie de preguntas fundamentales
sobre laestructura social, politica y econdmica que la generd, sobre todo en relacidon a dos
cuestiones fundamentales:

1-La excepcional y sincronica disponibilidad econdémica de las diversas Ordenes
religiosas, en relacidn sobre todo con las de nueva institda8njtas, Filipinos, Ministros de
los Enfermos (Camilianos), Teatinos, y Escolagiapue, a diferencia de las ordenes
mendicantes, no estaban enraizadas en el territorio;

2- La gran disponibilidad de espacio edificable, en relacion sobre todo al fuerte
incremento demografico de la ciudad durante el Quinientos (Vesco, 2041B) 11que
comportd la progresiva saturacion de los espacios en el interior de las murallas de la ciudad
y a las radicales intervenciones urbanas de rectificacion y alargamieréo vite Toledo
(Casamento, 2000) vy, sobre todo, del cexenovode la via Maqueda (Fagiolo y Madonna,

8 Los primeros Jesuitas llegaron a Palermo en el 1649 pero la primera sede es; dies F3%Spini llegaron en 1593, los
Camilianos en 1600, los Teatinos en 1601, los Escolapios en 1633
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1981; Piazza, 2002) que determin0 una imponente actividad de demolicién de unidades de
viviendas.

Se trata obviamente de fendmenos historicos que adectaal mismo tiempo,
practicamente a todas las principales ciudades italianas y de los paises catélicos, pero es
igualmente obvio que las consolidadas interpretaciones historiograficas de la época de la
Contrarreforma, deben ser estudiadas en relaciaa diferentes realidades que formaban en
aquel periodo el mundo catélico. El aspecto mas interesante de la investigaciéon no ha sido por
lo tanto reconocer la dependencia de los fendmenos locales respecto a las tendencias
generales, que consideramos evidesino mas bien estudiar las peculiaridades especificas de
la historia de una ciudad como Palermo, capital de una provincia estratégicamente importante
para el control del Mediterraneo.

”\*' A
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Figura 2. Palermo, vista aéea del Colegio de los Jesuitas

En un ambito tan complejo como éste, nos hemos limitado por lo tanto a seleccionar los
temas que hemos considerado como mas significativos. En concreto hemos empezado a
razonar sobre los promotores de las grandes obras conventuales y sobre sus pesdsies in
en empresas de ese tipo. En este &mbito han sido analizados cinco protagonistas principales:

l)la autoridad gubernativa representada por el virrey 2) la autoridad religiosa
representada por el obispo 3) la autoridad municipal representada pemaeb$4) la gran
nobleza feudal del parlamento siciliano 5) la clase adinerada, constituida por funcionarios,
profesionales y ricos comerciantes.
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Figura 3. Palermo, vista aérea del convento d®s Franciscanos de la Gancia

Los virreyes tuvieroriertamente un papel fundamental en la introduccidn de nuevas
ordeneszen primer lugar los Jesuitag y en su rapida afirmacion, ya sea como promotores
de las obras, y también como maxima autoridad a la hora de resolver rapidamente oposiciones
y conflictos®. Es un hecho conocido que la consolidacién del clero formaba parte de la lbgica
del poder monarquico dirigido al control de la fidelidad de los subditos, sin embargo, en el
caso especifico de Palermo, existian ulteriores implicaciones. Palermo eraiudaal
estratégica desde el punto de vista militar y, ademas, era la capital de un reino ocupado (en el
sentido militar del término), cuya poblacion habia ya mostrado peligrosas tendencias anti
espafiolas. En 1516 la ciudad se habia rebelado contra leladitmonarquica obligando a la
huida del virrey Ugo Moncada. El irregular tejido urbano habia ademas garantizado una
defensa eficaz a los rebeldes, que fueron posteriormente derrotados gracias a una conjura. Los
habitantes gozaban ademés de numerosodlegios fiscales. El progresivo aumento
demografico que se registra durante el siglo XVI, no solo no iba en beneficio de las finanzas
reales sino que constituia una fuerte preocupacién para el control militar. La estrategia
virreinal para hacer frente ates problemas fue revelada claramente en las consideraciones
sobre Palermo que, en 1571, el virrey Marqués de Pescara expuso en Madrid, y que aqui voy
a sintetizar:

4 Para la introduccion de los Jesuitas a Messinay a Palermo tuvo un papel fundamental el virrey Juan de Vega. No existen
todavia estudios profundizesl sobre el tema pero muchas noticias han sido reportadas en los citados manuscritos de
Antonino Mongitore.

SEs el caso del conflicto entre Jesuitas y Teatinos resuelto rdpidamente en 1612 en favor de estos Ultimos por el virrey
Ferdinando Afan de Ribarduque de Alcala
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no es cosa segura dejar crecer demasiado este pueblo, por qué eso seria aun de mefiicideylas

UHQWDV UHJLDV >«@ 3HUR \D VH KD SURYLVWR D HVR SRU TXp VL K
OXJDUHV FRQ JUDQGHV WHUUDSOHQHV VH IXQGDQ DOJXQRV PDJQtII
palacios. Asique los palermitavo KDELHQGR GHUULEDGR VXV FDVDV QR WLHQHQ
Q~PHUR GH YHFLQRVY QR SXHGH VHU H[FHVLYR SRUTXH IDOWHULD XQ

4XHGD FODUR TXH SDUD ORV YLUUH\HV ORV 3PDJQtILFRYV
delas estrategias de reduccién de la poblacion y para el control de la ciudad.

Mas marginalpor lo que se refiere a la financiacion de las empresas constructivas,
resulta el papel de los arzobispos, que desempefiaron sobre todo una funcién politica,
apoyado o oponiéndose a las diferentes iniciativas, a la hora de equilibrar conflictos y
antagonismos. Las fuentes documentales evidencian ademas una cierta tendencia de los
obispos a monopolizar la nomina de rectores y abades y, cuando fue posible, a sepdeérar
gobierno de los conventos femeninos, sustrayéndoselo a las ordenes de proveniencia. El
arzobispo, en definitiva se preocup6d sobre todo de recoger los frutos de las grandes
inversiones y de contener lo mas posible su desembolso econémico.

’ : .l "‘;'

Figura 4. Palermo, \ista aérea del conjunto religiosde San Giuseppe de los Teatinos

5 El documento, aqui sintetizado y traducido, esta conservado en el Archivo General de Simancas y ha sido transcrito en
Giuffre, 1976
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Figura 5- Palermo, vista aérea dda Casa Profesa de los Jesuitas

Diferente fue la posicién del Senado. Continuamente solicitada por los virreyes, por los
obispos y por lamisma ciudadania, la autoridad municipal formo parte de la financiacion
inicial de muchos de los programas constructivos. Del Senado dependian ademés los
instrumentos legislativos de las expropiaciones forzosas y de la concesion de las calles. El
mayor esfierzo econdOmico no obstante se orientd hacia las fundaciones religiosas con
finalidad filantropica’ En este contexto se registra, en el periodo examinado, un incremento
sustancial de las instituciones dedicadas a la recuperacion de las prostitus$udefdanas,
de las jévenes pobres o de las mujeres expuestas a violencias familiares. En la mayoria de los
casos, sin embargo, al gasto econémico, que no era nunca particularmente oneroso, estaba
ligado el derecho por parte del Senado de nombrar a lisreecde las instituciones
religiosas, y de gestionar directamente la financiacion, adquiriendo asi cargos rentables para
distribuirlos segun sus intereses politicos.

Pero la parte mas conspicua y esencial de la financiacion se debe fundamentalmente a los
OODPDGRYV 3%DUR QH V éttéinobikatdd, QoRstitufiadpbidas xias potentes casas
feudales com derecho a voto en el parlamento siciliano que, a finales del siglo XVI, se
concentraban en apenas 75 nucleos familiares. Fueron sus abundaate®si@n el acto de
las fundaciones y, sobre todo, los muchos legados testamentarios los que garantizaron el
comienzo de las grandes obras, su proseguimiento y su perpetua prospesidiate gridad
y la ortodoxia eran por otro lado, parte substarmgdksistema socieconémico sobre el que
VH IXQGDED OD VXSHUYLYHQFLD fealét@nrseRsB RMAaglibtacs®D O /D

" En el &mbito de la asistencia de los enfermos, destacan las financiaciones concedid@sradoeh la iglesia y al hospital

de los padres Fatebenefratelli (desde 1586) y, sobretodo, a la primera sede de los Camilianos (Ministros de Igs Enfermos

8 Sobre los nobles involucrados en las fundaciones de los conventos los manuscritos de Meogjiene(raccolgono) una

copiosa cantidad de informaciones que ha sido nuevamente tomada (ripresa) por la literatura historiografica. Solamente en
algunos casos han sido conductos ulteriores profundizaciones de archiveigachbie). De estos nos Hilld994 1997,

Nobile (1997, Hills Piazza(2000 'q$ U21D.
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obligaba a las casas feudales a trasmitir integramente el patrimonio de tierras a los
primogénitos, destinando a los hijos mexspoa la vida militar o religiosa. Las hijas eran
destinadas o0 a onerosos enlaces matrimoniales, Utiles para las estrategpsltioca® de la
IDPLOLD R D OD PiV HFRQYPLFD Yie@GbDonuits3d BILRW\W tD6 L\ BI@W
de la Contrarrefrma (es perfeccionado después de las Visperas del 1282) y por lo tanto por si
mismo no basta para explicar el fenémeno. Ciertamente, el nuevo temperamento cultural de la
Contrarreforma tuvo un papel importante pero, también en este caso, no puedetran nues
opinién, considerarse como principal justificacion de una inmovilizacién de capitales tan
relevante en Palermo por parte de la nobleza siciliana. Una ulterior clave de lectura puede
probablemente ser la relacion que existia, en esta fase histotiealosrgrandes feudatarios

y la ciudad. En el periodo que estamos examinando, los barones parlamentarios, frecuentaban
constantemente la capital por razones politicas y de representacion social, pero estaban
todavia poco interesados en la construcciégrdedes viviendas urbanas, prefiriendo mucho
antes potenciar los palacios feudales. Un dato sintomatico/revelador de ese comportamiento
es el hecho de que, en los primeros cuarenta afios posteriores a la abertura en 1596 de la
avenida Maqueda (Fi§), a b largo de la via no surgieron nuevos palacios nobiliarios pero si

12 nuevos edificios relgiosos (Fig).

Es probable pues que también la nobleza siguiese la politica virreinal y obstaculizaba el
aumento demografico de la ciudad, Unicamente por razones de salud e higiene. El gran
movimiento en el mercado inmobiliario debia ademas comportar también sigroficativ
ingresos sobre las notables pero poco aprovechadas propiedades poseidas dentro de las
murallas ciudadanas.

Dificil de evaluar resulta por dltimo la verdadera aportacidn econémica a las empresas
religiosas de la clase pudiente (que hoy podriamos llaorguesa). Sabemos con seguridad
gue muchas familias de ricos comerciantes y funcionarios, con un mecanismo de emulacion
social, se comportaron exactamente igual que la gran nobleza, financiando las empresas con
grandes cifras y dejando sustanciosos legdestamentarios, sobre todo para los hijos e hijas
gue ingresaron en los conventos. Pero no tenemos la mas minima idea de cual fue la
contribucion de la gran mayoria de la poblacién. A pesar de la intensa actividad de recogida
cotidiana de limosnas llevada cabo por todas las o6rdenes religiosas, con un fuerte
enfrentamiento entre ellas, se tiene la idea de una continua e insistente presion, también de
tipo moral, sobre todos lo que tenian cualquier disponibilidad de dinero.

Es cierto, sin embargo, qua ktonvivencia entre los habitantes de la ciudad y la
macroscopica dilatacion de las estructuras conventuales no fue, en la mayoria de los casos, en
absoluto pacifica, desencadenando un continuo estado de conflicto, en el interior de una
ciudad cada vez mgmblada y constrefiida por las murallas que, entre 1570 y 1620 paso de
todas maneras de 70.000 a 140.000 habitantes.

La actividad constructiva ligada a la arquitectura residencial y las iniciativas
constructivas religiosas no fueron procesos complemestamn el proceso formativo de la
ciudad moderna, sino mas bien procesos enfrentados empefiadas en una perenne conquista y
defensa de sus propios espacios vitales. Las fuentes documentales muestran como de este
constante enfrentamiento dependieron a menudo plarones constructivos y hasta el
naufragio definitivo de las obrds.

9 Los conflictos son solo en minima parte citados por Mongitore pero emergen en vez (invece) con evidencia a través las
busquedas de archivblos cefiimos (limitiamo) en destacar (segndldms casos mas estudiados: Nobile (1993), Piazza
(2000).
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Figura 6.Plano de Palermo, 1581 c. (G. Braun, F. Hogemberg, Civitates orbis terrarum, vol.lll, Colonia
16161617)En naranja esta eviegnciado el corte de via Maqueda

Figura 7. Plano de via Maqueda en Palermo, hipétesis reconstructiva del estado de los edificios en los afios
1601-1641. En negro edificios residenciales sefioriales; en gris conjuntos religiosos construidos después de
las intervenciones urbanisticas
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