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Abstract. In the past two decades, the judiciary has undergone significant change, with
rapidly rising numbers of women judges and prosecutors. The question is what effect
this feminization of the profession has on decision making: Do female judges judge
differently? Historically women had been kept out of the legal profession as it was
feared that they were not rational and objective. Evaluations of court decisions have
shown that, in principle, the sex of a judge does not influence the outcome of a case -
with some exceptions which are however difficult to assess and measure. On the
other hand it has to be asked whether judges take into account different needs of
women and men. What about their overall gender awareness? Do judges need gender

education?

The conclusions presented are based on Ulrike Schultz’s work in Germany and an

international comparative project on gender and judging
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